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Lady JULIA MANDEVILLE. 

To George Mor daunt, Eftj; 

Belmant-Houfc, July 3, 1762. 

I AM indeed, my dear George, the mofl 
happy oF human beings ; happy in the 
paternal regard of the befl of parents, the 
fmcere efteem of my worthy relations Loi-d 
anH Lady Belmont, and the friendfhip, the 
tender friendfliip, of tlieir lovely daughter, 
VoL.L B ihc 
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nature herfelf ! the fweet, the young, the 
blooming Lady Julia, who is thisinftant ftep- 
ping into her poft-chaife with Lady Anne 
Wilmpt! how unfpeakably lovely! She 
looks up to the window ; flie f miles ; I under- 
fland that fmile.; flie permits me to have;' 
the honor of following her. PU order my 
horfes ; and, whilft they are getting ready, 
endeavor to defcribe tliis moft angelic of 
woman-kind. 

Lady Julia then, who wapt« only three 
months of nineteen, is exaftly what a poet 
or painter would wi(h to copy, who intended 
to perfonify the idea of female foftnefs. 
Her whole f«rm h delicate and feminine to 
the utmoft degree : her complexion is fair, 
enlivened by the bloom of youth, and 
often diverfified by blulhes more beautiful 
than thofe of the morning : her features 
are regular ; her mouth and teeth particu- 
larly lovely; her hair light brown; hex 
3 eyes 
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eyes blue, full of foftnefs, and ftrongly ex- 
preffive of. the exquifite fcnfibility of her 
fouL Her countenance, the beauteous 
abode of the Loves and the Smiles, has a 
mixture of fweetncfs and fpirit, whch gives 
life and expreifion to her charms. 

As her mind has been adorned, not 
warped, by education, it is juft v^rhat her 
appearance promifcs : artlefs, gentle, 
timid, fofty fincere, compafEonate, awake 
to all the finer impreifions of tendemefs, 
and melting vntb pity for every human 
woe. 

But my horfes are in the court, and even 
this fubjeft cannot detain me a moment 
longer. Adieu! 

H. Manpeville* 
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To George MoRD AUNT, Efq; 

XT' OUR raillery, my dear Mordaunt, 
-*■ gives me pain : that 1 have the teii- 
dereft attachment to Lady Julia, is certain ; 
.but it is an attachment which has not tlie 
leafl refemblance to love. I ihould be the 
moll ungrateful of mankind to make fo 
iH- a return to the friendlhip Lord Belmont 
honors me with, and the moft felfifib 
to entertain a wifh fo much to Lady Juliaj's 
difadvantage* My bir;h, it muft .be cpn- 
fcffed, is not unworthy even her,, fin^e 
tlie faire blood fills our veins ; my father 
being dcfcendcd from the eldcft brother 
i)f the firft Earl of Belmont, great grand- 
father of the prefent : hut it would ill 
become a man -whofe whole expeftations 
are limited to the inheritance of feven hun- 
dred pounds a year (long, very long, may it 
be before che greateft of all misfortunes 
r J maket 
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makes even that little mine!) toafpire to the 
heirefs of twice as many thoufands. 

"What I feel for this mod charming of 
women is, the tendcrnefs of a relation, mix'- 
cd with that foft and lively efteem, whicli 
it is impoffible to refufe to the fineft under- 
ftanding and nobleft mind in the worlds 
.lodged in a form almoft celeilial» 

* Love; for I have tafted its poifoncd cup, 
:is all tumult, diforderj madn.efs ; but my 

friendihip for Lady Julia, warm and aui- 
' mated as it is, is calqi, tranquil, gemlft; 
..produftive ot a thouiand ipnocenc plcal'urcg, 

but a llranger to every kind of inquietude: 

it does not even difturb my reft, a certain 
;<:onfeqnence of love, e?en in its earlieft 

approaches* ^ : . 

Having thus vindicated myfelf frpm^Jl 

fufpicion of a paflion, which in the prefunt 

.;; \ . B 4 fiiuatioa 
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firuation of my fortune I fliould think at- 
moft a crimmal one, I proceed to obey ycm 
in giving you the portraits of my noble 
friends ; though, I ajTure yon-, ray fketches 
^'ill be very imperfeft ones. 

Lord Belmont, who lives eight months 
of th^ year at this charming feat with all 
the magniScence and hofpitality of our arn 
dent Engliih nobility, is about Cxty years 
old ; his perfon is tall, well made, graceful ; 
his air commanding, and full of digmty: 
he has ftroflg fcnfe, with a competeat 
ihare of learning, and a jufl: and delicate 
tafte for the fine arts ; cfpecially misfic, 
which he ftudied in Italy, under the beft 
mafters that region of harmony afforded. 
His polkenefs is equally the refdt of a 
natural dcfire of obliging, and an early 
and extcnfivc acquaintance with the great 
world. 

i - All- 
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A liberality which fcarcc his ample pof- 
feffions can bound, a paternal care of all 
placed by Providence under his proteftion, 
a glowing zeal for the liberty, profperity, 
and honor of his country, the nobleit 
fpirit of independence, with the moft ani- 
mated attachment and firmed loyalty to his 

- accompliflied Sovereign, are traits too 
ftrongly marked to efcape the moft carelefs 
obferver ; but thofe only who are admitted 

" to his nearcft intimacy are judges of his 
domeftic virtues, or fee in full light the 
tender, the polite, attentive hufband, the 
fond indulgent parent, the warm unwearlc^ 

" friend. 

If there is a fhade in this pifture, it is a 

prejudice, perhaps rather too ftrong, ia 

" favor of birth, and a flownefs to cxpe!> 

very exalted virtues in any man who can- 

»ttot trace his anceftors as far back, at Icaft, 

-^s the Conqueil. 

B' 5 LaJy 
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Lady Belmont, who is about fix years 
younger than her Lord, with all the ftrengch 
, of reafon and fteadinefs of mind generally 
confined to the beft of our fex, has all the 
.winning foftnefs becoming the moft ami- 
able of her own; gentle, aflfable, focial, 
polite, Ihe joins the graces of a court to 
. the fimplicity of a cottage j and, by an 
inexpreflible eafe and fwectnefs in her ad- 
drefs, makes all who approach her hap- 
py. Impartial in her politenefs, at her ge- 
nial board no invidious diftindlions take 
place, no ;Cold regards damp the heart of 
* an inferior. By a .peculiar delicacy of good 
breeding and engaging attention to ,cve|y 
individual, (lie banilhes referve, and dif- 
fufes a fpirit of convivial joy around her. 
Encoujaged. by her notice, the timid lofc 
their diffidence in her prefence 5 and often, 
furprized, exert talents of pleafing they 
were before .them(elyes unconfcious pf 
poffeffing. 

The 
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The beft and moft beloycd of wires, 
of mothers, of miftreffes, her domed ic char 
ra£ler is mofl lovely ; indeed all her virtues 
are rendered doubly charming, by a certain 
grace, a delicate fimfliing, which it is much 
eaiier to feel than to defcribe. 

The OBConomy of her houfe, which flip 
.does not difdain herfelf to dircft, is mag- 
nificent without profufion, and regular 
without conftraint. The effefts jof her 
cares appear, the caufe is unobferved ; ail 
wears the fmiling eafy air of chance, 
though conducted with the moft admirable 
order. 

Her form is perfeftly elegant ; and her 
countenance, without having ever been 
beautiful, has a benignity in it more engag- 
ing than beauty itfelf. 



B <S lady 
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Lady Anne WHmot, my father, and 
myclf, make up the prefent party at Bet- 
mont. Lady Anne^ who without' regularity 
of features has that animation which is the 
foul of beauty, is the widow of a yery rick 
country gentleman; if it be juft to pros- 
titute the name of gentleman to beings of 
his order, only becauie they have cftates 
of which they are unworthy, and are de*- 
fcended from anceftors Whom they dif- 
honor : who, when riding poft through 
Europe, happened to fee her with her 
father at Turin ; and, as flie was the hand- 
fomeft Englifhwoman there, and the whim 
of being married juft then feized hiffl, 

aiked her of Lord , who could not re^ 

fufe his daughter to a jointure of three 
thoufand pounds a year. She return- 
ed foon to England with her huiband, 
where, during four years, flie cnjoy^^hc 
happintfsof liftening to the interefting hif- 
jtories of the chace^ and entertaining the 
*- fliire 
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"^^ (hire hant at dinner : her flumbcre 

broke by the noife of hounds in a morning, 
and the riotous mirth of lefs rational ani* 
malsat night. Fortune, however, at length 
took pity on her fnflFerings; and the good 
fquire, overheating himfelf at a fox-chace, 
of which a fever was the confequencc, left 
her young and rich, at full liberty to return 
to the chekful haunts of men, with no 
very high ideas of matrimonial felicity, and 
an abhorrence of a Country life, which 
nothing but her friendftup for Lady Bel- 
mont could have one moment fufpended* 

A great flow of animal fpirits, and a 
French education, have made her a coquette, 
though intended by nature for a much 
fupericM* charaAer. She is elegant in her 
drefs, eqiiips^e,' and manner of living, and 
rather proiufe in her expences. I had firft 
the honor of knowing her lad winter at 
Paris, from whence Ihe has, been returned 

about 
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about fix weeks, three of which flic hstf 
jpafled at Belmont. 

Nothing can be more cafy or agreabic 
than the manner of living here ; it is per- 
fe£tiy domeftic,yet fo diverlified with amufc- 
ments as to exclude that fatiety from, which 
the beft and purcft of fublunary en]oy>- 
ments are aot.fecurCf if continued in top 
uniform a courfe. We read. We ride, we 
convcrfe; we play, we dance, we (ing; 
•join the company, or indulge in penfive 
fqlitude and mediution, juft as fancy leads : 
liberty, reftrained alone by virtue and 
Jpolitenefs, is the law, and inclination the 
fovereign guide, at this manfion of true 
hofpitality. Free from all the {hackles of 
idle ceremony, the whole bufinefs of Lord 
Belmont's guefts, and the highed fatisfa^on 
they can give their noble hoft, is td be hap- 
py, and to confult their own tafte entirely 
in their manner of being fo* . 

Reading, 
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. -Reading, inuiic» riding, and converfa^ 
tion, are Lord Belmont's favorite pleafures, 
but none tlxat are innocent are excluded ; 
balls, plays, concerts, cards, bowls, bil- 
liards, and parties of pleafure round the 
neighbouring country, relieve each other; 
.and, whilft their variety prevents any of 
them from fatiajdng, all confpire to give a 
double poignancy to the fweeter joys of 
domeftic life, the calm and tender hours 
which this charming family devote to the 
endearing converfation of each other, and 
of thofe friends particularly honored with 
their efteem^ 

The houfe, which is the work of Inigo 
Jones, is magnificent to the utmofl degree ; 
it (lands on the fummit of a flowly-rifipg 
hill, facing the South; and, beyond a 
fpacious tourt, has in front an avenue of 
the talleft trees, which lets in the profpeft 
4)£ a fruitful valley, bounded at a diftance by 

a moun* 
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'a mountain, down the fides of which ruffies 
«^ foaming cafeadc, which fprcads into a thou- 
•fand meahdring ftrearas in the vale below. 

The gardens and park, which arc behind 
^ the houfe, are romantic beyond the wan- 

tbnnefs of imaglmition; and the whole ad- 
joining cotititry diverfified with hills, Tallied, 

woo^i, rivers, 'plains^ and every charm tff 
' loVely unadorned nature 

Here Lord. Belmont enjoys the moft 

'uhinixe J and lively of alt human pleafures, 

that of making others happy.* His eftate 

conveys the ftrongeft idea of the patriarchal 

'government; he feems a beneficent father 

'fiirrounded by his children, over whom 

rtrerence, gratitude, and love, give him an 

-abfolute authority, which he never exerts 

*but for their good: every eye ihincs with 

tranfpbrt at his fight ; parents point him 

cut to their children; the firft accents df 

- • • / prattling 
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prattling infancy are taught to Itfp his ho- 
nored name ; and age, fupported by his 
bounteous hand, pours out the fervent 
prayer to^Heaycfl for its benefiiflor. 

Tor a life like this, and to an ardent Iotc 
of independence. Lord Belmont facrifices 
all the anxious and corroding cares of aya- 
rice and ambition ; and finds his account in 
health, freedom, chearfulnefs, and '^ that 
** fweet peace which goodnefsbofoms ever.** 
Adieu I I am going with Lord Belmont and 
my father to AAon-Orange, and fhall not 
xetum till Thurfday. 

H. Man]>evillb» 



To George. MoRDAUNT^ Efq; 

Friday. 

TTTE returned ycftcrday, about fix m 

^^ the evening f and the moment We 

alighted, my Lord leading ustinto the gar« 

den. 



jden, an unexpcfted fcenc opened cm. nigr 
Tiew, which re-called the idea of the fabu- 
lous pleafujres of the golden age, and could 
not but be iijifinitely pleafing to every mind 
uncorrupted by the falfe glare of tinfd 
{)omp, and aw^e-to the genuine charms of 
£inplidty and nature. >, 

: On a fpacious lawn, bounded on every 
fife by a profufidn of the mcift odoriferous 
'flowering (hriibs, a joyobs band of villagers 
Iwere - affembled : the young men, dreft rn 
:greeh, youth, health, and pleafure in their 

air, led up their artlefs charmers, in flraW 
.hats: adorned wiifc the fpoils of Flora, to 
jhe^ruftic found of the tabor and pipe. 

Round the lawn, at equal intervals, were 

raifed temporary arbors of branches of 
.trces^ in which refreihments were prepared 
; for the dancers V and between -the arbors, 

fpats of mofs i^t theii: parents, Ihaded from 
.(hefno^y green awoiilgs onvpoles, round 
,: ^ which 



Lady JVI.IA MAKD£.y^LLE. i^ 

, which were, twined wreaths of flowers, 

breathing the fweets of the fpring. Tl^'e 

furprize, the gaiety of the fcene, the flow 

•of general joy, the fight of fo many happy 

people, the countenances of the enraptured 

parents who feemed to live over again the 

fprlghtly feafon of youth in their children, 

with the benevolent pleafure in the looks 

•of the noble beftowers of the feaft, filled 

my eyes with tears, and my fweliing hea^ 

with a fenfation of pure yet lively trai{f- 

.port, to which the joys of courtly balls ate 

jnean. 

■.*»•'.:■::;.'.;,•■.■ j 

The ladies, who were fitting in conV:er* 
fation with fome of the oldeft of the villa- 

; gers, rofe at our approach ; and, my Lord 
giving Lady Anne Wilmot's hand to my 
father, and honoring me wjch Lady Julia*^, 

: we mixed in the ruftic ball. The love- 
lie/l of ,woQ3en had an elegant fipplicity in 
her aijT and: habits which became the fcene, 

:. .. and 
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and gave her a thoufand new charms: 
flie was drcft in a ftraw-coloured luteftring 
night-gown, the lighteft gauze linen, a 
hat with purple ribbands, and a fprig of 
glowing purple amaranthus in her bofona. 
1 know not how to convey an idea of the 
particular ftile of beauty in which (he then 
appeared. — Youth, health, fprightlinefs, 
and innocence, all ftruck the imagination' at 
once. — Paint to yourfelf the exquilite pro- 
portion, the playful air, and cafy movement 
of a Veiius, with the vivid bloom of an 
Hebe ; — however high you raife your ideas, 
they will fall infinitely ihort of the divine 
originaU 

I'he approach of mght putting an cad 
to the rural aflcmbly, the villagers retired 
to the halH where they continued dancing, 
and our happy party paffed die reft of the 
evening in that fweet and lively converfa- 
tion, which is never to be^ foufid but junoogtt 

thofc 
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tliere4)f the firfl fenfe and politenefe, united 
by that perfeft confidence which makes 
the moft trifling fubjefts interefting. None 
of us thought of feparatingj or imagined 
it midnight, when, my father opening a 
ijrindcwr, the rifing fun broke in upon us, 
and convinced us on what ifwift and downy 
pinions the hauss of happineis flit away. 
Adieu.! 

H. Mandevjlle* 



To Georoe Mor daunt, Efqj 

Belmont^ 

NO, my friend, I "hare not always 
been this hero : too fenfible to the 
power of beauty, I have felt the keeneft 
pangs of unfuccefsful love : but Ideferved 
to fuffer ; my paflion was in the higheft 
degree criminial ; and I blu(h, though at 
this diftanceof time, to lay op^ my heart 

even 
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even to the indulgent eyes of partial friend- 
ihip. 

When your father's death called yoa 
tack to England, you may remember 
I continued my journey to Rome ; where 
a letter from my father introduced me into 
the family of Count Melefpini, a nobleman 
of great wealth and uncommon accom* 
pliftiment«. As my father, who has always 
been of opinion that nothing purifies the 
heart, refines the tafte, or poliflies the 
manners, like the converfation of an amiable, 
well-educated, virtuous woman, had parti- 
cularly entreated for me the honor of 
the Countefs's friendfhip, whom he had 
known almoft a child, and to whom he had 
taught the Englifli language ; I was admit- 
ted to the diftinfiion of partaking in all her 
amufements, and attradlng her every where 
in the quality of cccifbeo. To the arts of 
the libertine, howerer fair, xrg heart had 
i always 
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alwaysbeenfteeled ; but the Conntcfs joined 
the moft piercing wit, the moft winning po- 
litenefs, the moft engaging fenfibility, the 
«oft exquifite delicacy, to a form perfcftly 
lovely. You will not therefore wondef 
that the warmth and inexperience of youth, 
hourly expofed in fo dangerous a fituition, 
was unable to refill fuch variety of at- 
traftions. Charmed with the flattering 
preference (he fecmed to give me, my 
Vanity fed by the notice of fo accom- 
pliflied a creature, forgetting thofe fen- 
timents of honor which ought never to 
be one moment fufpended, I became paf- 
fionately in love with this charming wo- 
man: for fome months, I ftruggled witfe 
my love ; till, on her obferTing that my 
health feemed impaired, and that I had loft 
jny ufual vivacity, I took courage to confels 
the caufe, though in terms which fufficir 
cmly fpoke my defpair of touching a heart 
which I feared was too fcniible to virtue 

for 



«4 n^ HisraRTof . . 

for my happinefs : I implored her pity, and 
protefted I had no hope of infpiring a ten- 
derer fentiment. . Whilft I was fpeaking, 
which was in broken interrupted fentences, 
the Countefs looked at me ^ith the ftrong- 
eft forrow and compaffion painted in her 
eyes : £be was for fome moments filent, 
and feemed loft in thought ; but at laft. 
With an air of di|jnified fweetnefs, " My 
*' dear Enrico/^ faid Ihe, " jftiall I own 
*^ to you that I have for fome time feared 
*' this confeffion ? I ought perhaps to re- 
** fent this declaration, which from another 
" I could never have forgiven : but, as I 
'* know and efteem the goodnefs of your 
" heart, asl refpe^^yoiir father infinitely, 
** and love you with the innocent tender- 
** nefs of a After, I* will only entreat you to 
" refleft how injurious this paffion is to the 
*^ Count, who has the tendereft efteem for 
** you, and would facrifice almoft his life 
*' for your happinefs : be. ^ured of my 

** eternal 
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" eternal frieadfhip, unlefs you forfeit it 
" by perfifting in a purfuit equally deftruc- 
** tive to your own probity and my honor. 
** Receive the tendered aflurances of it,**, 
continued (he, giving me her hand to kifs; 
" but believe, at the fame time, that the 
" Count deferves and poffeffes all my love ; 
" I had almoft faid, my adoration. The 
" fondeft afFeftion united us ; and time, in- 
" ftead of leffening, every hour increafes 
" our mutual paljion. Referve your heart, 
*' my good Enrico, for fome amiable lady 
" of your own nation ; and believe that 
" love has no true pleafures but when it 
'* keeps within the bounds of honor/* 

It is impoffible, my dear Mordaunt, to 
exprefs to you the ihame this difcourfe 
filled me with : her gentle, her afFeftion- 
atc reproofs, the generous concern (he 
ihewed for my error, the mild dignity of 
her afpcft, plunged mc into inexpreffible 
confufion, and (hewed my fault in its 

Vol. I. C bldckcft 
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blacked colore; at the fame tme that 
her behaviour, by increafing my efteem, 
added to the excefs of my paffion. I at- 
tempted to anfwer her; but i| was im- 
poffible; awed, abafhed, humbled before 
her, I had not courage even to meet her 
eyes: like the fallen angel in Milton, I 
felt 

*^ How awful goodnefs is, and faw 

** Virtue in her own fliape how lovely." 

The Countefs faw and pitied my con- 
fufion, and generoufly relieved me from 
it by changing the fubjeft: Ihe talked 
of my father, of his merit, his tendernefs 
for me, and expeftations of my conduft; 
which {he was fure I fliould never difap- 
point. Without hinting at what had paffed, 
Ihe with the mofl exquifite delicacy gave 
me to underftand it would be beft I £bould 
leave Rome ; by faying, fhe knew how ar- 
dently my father wifhed for my return, 

and 
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and that it would be the height of cruelty 
longer to deprive him of the pleafure 
of feeing a fon fo worthy of his affeftion. 
" The Count and myfelf/* purfued fhe, 
** cannot lofe you without inexpreffible re- 
" gret; but you will alleviate it By letting 
" us hear often of your welfare. When 
" you are united to a lady worthy of you, 
" my dear Enrico, we may perhaps make 
^* you a vifit in Englapd: in the mean time, 
*' be afTured, you have not two friends who 
" love you with a fincerer affeftion/' 

At this moment the Count entered, who, 
feeing my eyes filled with tears of love^ 
defpair, and admiration, with the tendered 
anxiety enquired the caufe. " I ftiall tell 
" you news which will afflift you, ray Lord,'* 
faid the Countefs; " Signer Enrico comes 
" to bid us farewell; he is commanded by 
" his father to return to England; to- 
" morrow is the laft day of his ftay in 
" Rome : he promifes to write tp us, and 
C 2 *^ to 
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^' to preferve an eternal remembrance of 
♦* our friendlliip, for which he is obliged 
" only to his own merit : his tender heart, 
*^ full of the moft laudable, the moft en- 
" gaging fenfibility, melts at the idea of a 
'* feparation, which will not be lefs painful 
« to us." 

The Count, after cxpreffing the moft 
obliging concern at the thought of lofing 
me, and the warmeft gratitude for thefe 
fuppofed marks of my friendfliip, infifted 
on my fpending the reft of the day with 
them. I confented, but begged firft to re- 
turn to my lodgings; on pretence of giving 
fome neceffary orders, but in reality to give 
vent to my full heart, torn with a thoufand 
contrary emotions, amongft which, I am 
fliocked to own, hatred to the generous 
Count was not the weakeft. I threw my- 
felf on the ground, in an agony of defpair : 
I wept; I called Heaven to witnefs the pu- 
rity of my love; I accufed the Countcfs 

of 
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of cruelty in thus forcing me from Rome. 
I rofe up ; I began a letter to her, in which 
I vowed an eteraal filence and refpeft, but 
begged flie would allow me ftill the inno- 
cent pleafure of beholding her; fwore I 
could not live without feeing her, and 
that the day of my leaving Rome would 
be that of my death. — ^But why do I thus 
tear open wounds which 'are but jull 
healed? let it fuffice, that a moment's re- 
flexion convinced me of my madncfs, and 
fliewcd the charming Countefs in the liglit 
of a guardian angel fnatching me from 
the edge of a precipice. My reafon in 
fome degree returning, I dreft myfelf with 
the moft ftudious care, and returned to 
the Melefpini palace, where I found the 
Abbate Camilli, a near relation of the 
family, whofe prefence faved me the con- 
fulion of being the third with my injured 
friends, and whofe lively converfation foon 
diffipated the air of conftraint I felt oa 
C 3 entering 
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entering the room, and even difpelled part 
of ray melancholy. 

The Count, whofe own probity and vir- 
tue fet him far above fufpefting mine, preff- 
ed me, with all the earneftnefs of a friend- 
ihip I fo little merited, to defer my journey 
a week : on which I raifed my downcaft eyes 
to Madam Melefpini; for fuch influence 
had this lovely woman over my heart, 
I did not dare to confent till certain of her 
permiflion ; and, reading approbation in a 
fmile of condcfcending fweetnefs, I con- 
fented with a tranfport which only thofc 
who have loved like me can conceive. My 
chearfulneft returning, and fome of the 
moft amiable people in Rome coming in, 
wc pafled the evening in the utmoft gaiety* 
At taking leave, I was engaged to the fame 
company in different parties of amufement 
ibt the whole time I had to flay, and had 
the joy of being every day with the Gount- 
cfsj though I never found an opportunity 

of 
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af fpeaking to her without wimcffes till 
the evening before I left Rome, when, 
going to her houfe an hour fooner than 
I was expefted, I found her alone in her 
clofet. When I approached her, my voice 
faltered; I trembled; I wanted power to 
addrefs her: and this moment, fought with 
fuch care, wiftied with fuch ardor, was 
the moft painful of my life. Shame alone 
prevented my retiring ; my eyes were in- 
voluntarily turned towards the door at which 
I entered, in a vain hope of that interrup- 
tion I had before dreaded as the greateft 
misfortune; and even the prefence of my 
happy envied rival would at that moment 
have been moft welcome. 

The Countefs feemed little lefs difcon- 
ccrted than myfelf ; however, recovering 
herfelf fooner, " Signor Enrico," faid fhe, 
** your difcretion charms me; it is abfo- 
*' lutely neceffary you {hould leave Rome;; 
" it has, already coft me an artifice unwor- 
C 4 '' thy 
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" thy of my charafter, to conceal from the 
'* Count a fecret which would have wound- 
" cd his nice honor, and deftroyed his 
" friendlhip for you. After this adored 
" hufband, be affured, you (land firft of all 
*' your fex in my cfteem: the fenfibility of 
" your heart, though at prefent fo unhap- 
*' pily mifplaced, increafes my good opi- 
*' nion of you. May you, my dear Enrico, 
" meet with an Englifli lady worthy of 
** your tendernefs, and be as happy in mar- 
" riage as the friends you leave behind. 
'* Accept," purfued Ihe, riling and going 
to a cabinet, " thefe miniatures of the 
" Count and myfelf, which I give you by 
*^ his command; and, when you look on 
** them, believe they reprefent two faithful 
** friends, whofe efteem for you neither 
*' time nor abfence can leffen.*' 

I took the piftures eagerly, and kiffed 
that of the Countcfs with a paffion I could 
not rcftrain, of which however ihe took 

not 
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not the leaft notice. I thanked her, With a 
confufed air, for fo invaluable a prcfcnt; and 
intreated her to pity a friendfliip too tender 
for my peace, but as refpeftful and as pure 
as fhe herfelf could wifh it. 

The Abbate Camilli here joined us, and 
once more faved me a fcene too interefting 
for the prefent fituation of my hearth The 
Count entered the room foon after, and 
our converfation turned on the other cities 
of Italy which I intended vifitiug ; to moft 
of which he gave me letters of recomipen- 
,dation to the nobleft. families, written in 
terms fo polite and affedionate as {tabbed 
me to the heart with a fenfe of my own 
ingratitude. . He did me the honor to ac- 
cept my pifture, which I had not the cou- 
rage to offer the Countefs. After protraft- 
ing till morning a parting fo exquifitely 
painful, I tore myfelf froni all I loved,; and, 
bathing with tears her hand which I preffed 
eagerly to my lips, threw myfelf into my 
C 5 chaifcj 
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chaife, and, without going to bed, took the 
road to Naples. But how difficult was 
this conqueft! how often was I tempted 
to return to Rome, and throw myfelf at 
the Countefs's feet, without confidering 
the confequences of fo wild an aftion! 
You, my deareft Mordaunt, whofe difeern- 
ing fpirit knows all the windings, theftrange 
inconfiftences, of the human heart, will 
pity rather than blame your friend, when 
he owns there were moments in which he 
formed the infamous refolution of carrying 
her oflf by force. 

But, when the miftof paffion a little dif- 
perfed> I began to entertain more worthy 
fentimentsj I determined to drive this 
lovely woman from my hean, and conquer 
an inclination which the Count's generous 
'unfufpefting friendfhip would have made 
: criminal even in the eyes of the moft aban- 
honed libertine ; rather owing this refolution 
however to an abfolute defpair of fuccefs 

thaa 
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than either to reafon or a fenfe of honor, 
my cure was a work of time. I was fo 
weak, during fome months, as to confine my 
vifits to the families where the Count's letters 
introduced me, that I might indulge my 
paflion by hearing the lovely Countcfs con- 
tinually mentioned. 

Convinced at length of the folly of thus 
feeding fo hopelefs a flame, I refolved to 
avoid every place where I had a chance of 
hearing that adored name. I left Italy for 
France, where I hoped a life of diflipation 
would drive her for ever from my remem- 
brance. I even profaned my paiEon for her, 
by meeting the advances of a coquette; but 
difguft fucceeded my conqueft, and I found 
it was from time alone I mufl hope a cure. 

I had been near a year at Paris, when, in 
April laft, I received a letter from my fa- 
ther, who preiTed my return, and appointed 
me to meet him immediately at the Hague, 
C 6. . from 
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from whence we returned together 
after a few days flay in London, ca* 
to Belmont, where the charms of 
lia's converfation, and the efteen- 
me with, entirely compleatc, 
which time, abfence, and the ( 
and afieftionate letters, hr 
vanced. There is a fwcetnc ' 
fliip, my dear Mordaunt, ' 
felf mufl: yield the palm • 
vivacity of her fentimen* 
lity of her heart, whi ' 
to vows of eternal v 
Mordaunt, I muft nr* 
do not indeed wifii ■ 
be poffible there i'- ' 
Heaven dcllines L:- ' 
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,i riches, 

had found 
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•* Gentle 
*' AsZephyr blowingundemeaththe violet/' 

But whither am I running ? and where 
was I when this dinne creature feduced 
me from my right path? Oh, I remember, 
at chapel: it muft be acknowledged my 
digreffions are a little Pindaric! True, 
as I was faying, I go conftantly to chapel. 

'Tis 
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There, read and die with envy : 
" You with envy, I with love/* 

Fond of me too, but afraid to declare his 
paffion; refpeftful^— awed by the command- 
ing dignity of my manner — poor dear crea- 
ture I I think I muft unbend a little, hide 
half the rays of my divinity, to encourage 
fo timid a worfhiper^ 

^ Some flattering tawdry coxcomb, I fup- 
*^ pofe; fome fool with a tolerable outfide!" 

No, you never was more miftaken, Bell- 
ville: his charms, I aflure you, are not all 
external • His underftanding is of the mofl: 
exalted kind, and has been improved by 
a very extraordinary education, in projeft- 
i'ng which his father has employed much 
time and thought, and half ruined himfelf 
by carrying it into execution. Above all, the 
Colonel has cultivated in his fon an ardent 
love of independence^ not quite fo well 

fuited 
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fuited to his fortune; and a generous, 
perhaps a romantic, contempt of riches, 
which moft parents if they had found 
would have eradicated with the utmoft 
care. His heart is warm, noble, liberal, 
benevolent: fincere and violent in his 
friendfliips, he is not lefs fo, though ex- 
tremely placable, in his enmities ; fcorning 
difguife, and laying his faults as well as 
his virtues open to every eye: raflh, ro- 
mantic, imprudent ; haughty to the af- 
fuming fons of wealth, but to thofe below 
him 

" Gentle 
^ As Zephyr blowing underneath the violet.*' 

But whither am I running ? and where 
was I when this divine creature feduced 
me from my right path? Oh, I remember, 
at chapel: it muft be acknowledged my 
digreflions are a little Pindaric! True, 
as I was faying, I go conftantly to chapel. 

Tis 
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^Tis ftrange; but this lady Belmont has 
the moft unaccountable way in the world 
of making it one*s choice to do whatever 
. flie has an ipclination qne Ihould, without 
feeming to delire it. One fees fo clearly 
that all ftie does is right, religion fits fo 
eafy upon her, her ftyle of goodnefs is fo 
becoming and graceful, that it feems want 
of tafte and elegance not to endeavor to 
referable her. Then my Lord too loves to 
worfliip in the beauty of holinefs ; he makes 
the fine arts fubfervient to the nobleft pur- 
pofe, and fpends as much on ferving his 
Creator as fome people of his rank do on 
a kennel of hounds. We have every ex- 
ternal incitement to devotion ; exquifite 
paintings, an admirable organ, fine voices, 
and the moft animated reader of prayers in 
the univerfe. 

Colonel Mandeville, whom I ftiould be ex- 
tremely in love with if his fon was not five 
and twenty years younger, leaves us to- 
morrow 
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morrow morning, to join his regiment, 

the (hire militia : he ferved in the late 

war with honor ; but, meeting with fome ill 
ufage from a minifter on account of a vote 
in parliament, he refigned his commiflion, 
and gave up his whole time to the education 
of my lovely Harry, whofe tcnderncfs and 
merit are a full reward for all his generous 
attention. Adieu ! 

A. WiLMOT. 

To Colonel Bellville. 

Belmont, Thurfday. 

JL divino Enrico is a little in the pen* 
ferofi. Poor Harry! I am charmed 
with his fenfibility ; he has fcarce beenhim- 
felf lince he parted with his father yefter- 
day. He apologizes for his chagrin; but 
fays, no man on earth has fuch obligations 
to a parent. Entre nous^ I fancy 1 know 
fome few fons who would be of a different 
way of thinking! The Colonel has literally 

governed 
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governed his conduft by the old adage, 
that " Learning is better than houfe and 
" land ;** for, as his fon's learning advanced, 
his houfes and lands melted away, or at 
leaft would have done had it not been 
for his mother's fortune, every (hilling 
c^ which, with half the profits of his 
cftate,. he expended on Harry's education, 
who certainly wants only ten thoufand 
.pounds a year to be the moft charming 
young fellow in the univerfe. Well, he 
muft e*eu make the moft of his perfeftions, 
and endeavor to marry a fortune, on 
■which fubjeft I have a kind of a glimpfe 
of a defign, and fancy my friend Harry has 
not quite fo great a contempt of money as 
I imagined. 

You muft know then (a pretty phrafe 
that! but to proceed) ; you muft know, that 
we accompanied Colonel Mandeville fif- 
teen miles; and, after dining together at 
an inn, he took the road to his regiment, 

and 
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and we were returning penfive and filent 
to Belmont, when my Lord, to remove the 
tender melancholy we all caught from 
Harryj propofed a vifit at Mr. Weftbrook's, 
a plump, rich, civil cit, whofe honfe we 
muft of neceffity pafs. As my Lord defpifes 
wealth, and Mr. Weftbrook's genealogy in 
the third generation lofes itfelf in a livery 
ftable, he has always avoided an intimacy, 
which the other has as ftudioufly fought ; 
but, as it is not in his nature to treat any 
body with ill-breeding, he has fuflfered their 
vifits, though he has been flow in returning 
them; and has fometimes invited the 
daughter to a ball. 

The lady wife, who is a woman of 
great erudition, and is at prefent intirely 
loft to the world, all her faculties being on 
the rack, compofing a treatife againft the 
immortality of the foul, fent down an apo- 
logy; and we were entertained by Madc^ 
moifelle la Jille^ who is little, lean, brown, 

with 
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with fmall pert black eyes, quickened by a 
large quantity of abominable bad rouge : 
fhe talks inceffantly, has a great deal of city 
vivacity, and a prodigious paiEon for people 
of a certain rank^ a phrafe of which (he is 
peculiarly fond. Her mother being above 
the little vulgar cares of a family, or fo un- 
important a talk as the education of an only 
child ; fhe was early intrufted to a French 
chamber-maid, who, having left her own 
country on account of 2ifaux pas which had 
vifible confequences, was appointed to inftill 
the principles of virtue and politenefs into 
the flexible mind of this illuflrious heirefs 
of the houfe of Weftbrook, under the title 
of Governefs. My information of this 
morning further fays, that, by the cares of 
this accomplifhed perfon, (he acquired a 
competent, though incorreft, knowledge 
of the French language j with cunning, 
diffimulation, aflurance, and a tafte for 
gallantry ; to which if you add a fertile 
paflion for quality, and an oppreflive in- 

folence 
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folence to all, however worthy, who want 
that wealth which fhe owes to her father's 
lldll in Change-alley, you will have an idea 
of the bride I intend for Harry Mandeville. 
Methinks I hear you exclaim, " Heavens! 
" whataconjunftion!" Tis mighty well; but 
people muft live, and there is eighty thou- 
fand pounds attached to this animal ; and, if 
the girl likes him, I don't fee what he can do 
better, with birth, and a habit of profufe 
expence which he has fo little to fupport. 
She fung, for the creature lings, a tender 
Italian air, which {he addrefled to Harry in 
a manner, and with a look, that convinces 
me her ftile is Vamorofe^ and that Harry is 
the prefent objeft. After the fong, I fur- 
prized him talking low to her, and prefling 
her hand, whilft we were all admiring an 
India cabinet ; and, on feeing he was ob- 
ferved, he left her with an air of confcious 
guilt, which convinces me he intends to fol- 
low the purfuit, and is at the fame time 
aftiamcd of bis purpofe. Poor fellow! I 

pity 
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pity him ; but marriage is his only card. V\\ 
put the matter forward, and make my Lord 
invite her to the next balL Don't you think 
I am a generous creature, to facrifice the 
man I love to his own good? When {hall I 
fee one of your felfifh fex fo difinterefted? 
No, you men have abfohitely no idea of 
fentiment. Adio! 

A WiLMOT. 



To George Mordaunt, Efq; 

IT is the cuftom here for every body 
to fpend their mornings as they pleafe; 
which does not however hinder our fome- 
times making parties all together, when 
our inclinations happen all to take the 
fame turn. My Lord this morning pro- 
pofed an airing to the Ladies ; and that 
we fhould, inftead of returning to dinner, 
flop at the firft neat farm-houfe where we 
could hope for decent accommodations. 
Love of variety made the propofal agrea- 
ble to us all ; and a fervant being ordered 

before 
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before to make fome little provifion, we 
flopped, after the pleafanteft airing ima- 
ginable, at the entrance of a wood, where, 
leaving our equipages to be fent to the 
neighbouring village, we walked up a 
winding path to a ruftic building, em- 
bofomed in the grove, the architefture of 
which was in the moft elegant ftile of fim- 
plicity : the trees round this lovely retreat 
were covered with woodbines and jeffa- 
mines, from which a gale of perfume met 
our approach ; the gentleft breath of Ze- 
phyr juft moved the leaves ; the birds fung 
in the branches; a fpring of the cleareft 
water broke from the rifing ground on 
the left, and, murmuring along a tranfpa- 
rent pebbly bottom, feemed to lofe itfelf 
in a thicket of rofes: no rude found dif- 
turbed the fweet harmony of nature; all 
breathed the foul of innocence and tran- 
quillity, but a tranquillity raifed above it- 
felf. My heart danced with pleafure; and, 
the lovely Lady Julia happening to be next 

me, 
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mc, I kiffed her hand with an involuntary 
fervor, which called up into her cheeks a 
blufh " celeftial rofy red/* When we en- 
tered the houfe, we were ftruck with the 
propriety, the beauty, the fimplicity of all 
around us : the apartments were few, but 
airy and commodious; the furniture plain, 
but new and in the moft beautiful tafte ; 
no ornaments but vafes of flowers, no at- 
tendants but country girls, blooming as 
the morn, and dreft with a neatnefs inex- 
prellible. 

After an elegant cold dinner, and a de- 
fert of cream and the beft fruits in feafon, 
we walked into the wood with which the 
houfe was furrounded, the romantic va- 
riety of which it is impoffible to defcribe ; 
all was nature, but nature in her moft pleaf- 
ing form. We wandered over the fweet- 
ly-varied fcene, refting at intervals in ar- 
bors of intermingled rofes and jeflamines, 
till wc reached a beautiful mofly grotto, 

wildly 
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wildly lovely, whofc entrance was almoft 
hid by the vines which flaunted over its 
top. Here we found tea and coflfee pre- 
pared, as if by invifible hands. Lady 
Anne exclaimed that all was enchantment; 
and Lord Belmont's eyes fparkled with 
that lively joy, which a benevolent mind 
feels in communicating happinefs to others. 

Lady Julia alone fecmed not to tafte the 
pleafures of the day: her charming eyes 
had a \^elancholy languor I never faw in 
them before. She was referved, filcnt, ab- 
fent; and would not have efcaped Lady 
>^nne*s raillery, had not the latter been 
too much taken up with the lovely fcene 
to attend to any thing but joy. 

As friendftiip has a thoufand groundlefs 
fears, I tremble left I fliould have been fo 
unhappy as to offend her : I remember 
file feemed difpleafed with my kLTmg her 
hand, and fcarce fpoke to me the whole. 

Vol. 1. D day. 
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diiy. I win beg of Lady Anne to alk the 
caiife, for I cannot fupport the apprehen- 
fioa of having oDfended her. 

It was with difficulty Lord Belmont forced 
us at night from thisenchan ting retirement, 
which he calls his hermitage, and which is 
the fcene of his moft pleafing hours. Ta 
Lady Anne and me it had a charm it did not 
want, the powerful charm of novehy : it is 
about four miles from Belmont houfe, not 
far diftant from the extremities of the park* 
To this place, I am told. Lord Belmont often 
retires, with his amiable family, and thofc 
who are particularly happy in his efteem, 
to avoid the hurry of company, and give 
himfelf up entirely to the uninterrupted 
fweets of domeflic enjoyment. Sure no maa 
but Lord Belmont knows how to live! 

H. Mandeville. 



To 
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To Colonel Bellville. 

T ORD ! thefc prudes — no, don't let mc 
-*^-' injure her — thefe people of high fen- 
liraent, are fo ^' tremblingly alive all o'er'* 
— there is poor Harry in terrible difgracc 
with Lady Julia, for only kiffing her hand, 
and,amidfl fo be\r itching a fcene too, that I 
am really furprized at his moderation : — all 
breathed the foul of pleafure ;— rofy bowers 
and mofly pillows, cooing doves and whif- 
pering Zephyrs — I think my Lord has a 
ftrange confidence in his daughter's infenfi- 
bility, to trufl: her in thefe feducing groves^ 
and with fo divine a fellow in company! 
— ^But, as I was faying, flie takes the alTair 
quite ferioufly, and makes it an oScnce of 
the blackeft die — Well, I thank my (lars, 
1 am not one of thefe fenfitive plants; he 
might have kifled my hand twenty times, 
without my being more alarmed than if a 
D ^ fly 
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fly had fettled there ; nay, a thoufand to 
one whether I had even been confcious of 
it at alh 

I have laughed her out of her refent- 
ment, for it is really abfurd; the poor fel* 
low was abfolutely miferable about it, and 
begged my intcrceffion, as if it had been a 
matter of the higheft importance. When 
I faw h€^ begin to be afhamed of the things 
** Really, my dear," fays I, ** I am glad you 
" are convinced how ridiculous your anger 
*' was, fbr ill-natbrcd people might have 
'^ put ftrange conftruftions.— ^I know but 
" one way of accounting rationally— if I 
*' was Harry, I (hould be extremely flat* 
" tered— one would almoft fuppofe-^'* 
This anfwered;— I carried my point, and 
transferred the pretty thing's anger tome; 
it bluflied with indignation, drew up, and, 
if mamma had not happened to enter the 
room at that inftant, an agreablc fcenc of 
f altercation would probably have enfued; 
flie took that opportunity of retiring to her 

apartment. 
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apartment, and we faw no more of her till 
dinner, when {he was gracious to Harry, 
and exceedingly ftately to me. 

mon Dieu! I had almoft forgot: we 
are to have a little concert this evening ; and 
fee, my dear Lord appears to fummon me. 
Adio, caroJ 

A. WiLMOt. 



To Henry Makdeville, Efq; 

YES, my dear fon, youdo me juftice: 
I am never fo happy as when I know 
you are fo. I pcrfeftly agree with you as 
to the charms of Lord Belmont's hermitage, 
and admire that genuine' tafle for elegant 
nature, which gives fuch a fpirited variety 
to the life of the wifeft and mofl amiable of 
men. 

But does it not, my dear Harry, give 

you at the fame time a very contemptible 

D 3 idea 
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idea of the power of greatnefs to make its 
poffeffors happy, to fee it thus flying as it 
were from itfelf, and feeking pleafure not 
in the fruition, but in the temporary fuf- 
perifion, of thofe foppofed advantages it 
has above other conditions of life? Believe 
me, it is not in the coftly dome, but in the 
rural cott, that the impartial Lord of all 
has fixed the chearful feat of happinefs. 
Health, peace, content, and foft domeflic 
tendernefs, the only real fweets of life, 
driven from the gilded palace, fmile on the 
humble roof of virtuous induftry^ 

The poor complain not of the tediouf- 
nefs of life : their daily toil makes fliort 
the flying hours, and every moment of 
reft from labor is to them a moment of 
enjoyment. Not fo the great : furrounded 
from earlieft youth by plcafures which 
court their acceptance, their tafte palled 
by habit, and the too great facility of fa- 
tiating every wilh, lafliitudc and difguft creep 

on 
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on their languid hours; and, wanting tlie 
doubtful gale of hope to keep the mind 
in gentle agitation, it finks into a dead 
calm, more deftruftive to every enjoyment 
than the rudeft ftorm of adverfity. The 
haughty dutchefs, oppreffed with taftclefs 
pomp, and finking under the weight of her 
own importance, is much lefs to be envied 
than " the milk-maid finging blithe," who 
is in her eyes the objeft only of pity and 
contempts 

Your acquaintance with the great World, 
my dear Harrys, has (hewn you the fplen- 
did mifery ©f (iiperior life: you have fccn 
thofe moft wretched to whom Heaven hris 
granted the amplell external means of hap- 
pinefs. Miferable fkves to pride, the moil 
corroding of human paflions ; ftrangcrs to 
focial pleafure, incapable of love or friend- 
ihip, living to others not to themfelves, 
ever in purfuit of the fliadow of happinefs, 
whilft the fubftance glides paft them un- 
D 4 obferred. 
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obferved, they drag on an infipid joylefs 
being : unloved and unconnefted, fcorning 
the tender ties which give life all its 
fweetnefs, they fink unwept and unlamented 
to the grave. They know not the conver- 
fation of a friend, that converfation which 
" brightens the eyes :'* their pride, an in- 
vafion on the natural rights of mankind, 
meets with perpetual mortification ; and 
their rage for diffipatjon, like the burning 
thirft of a fever, is at once boundlefs and 
unquenchable. 

Yet, though happinefs loves the vale, it 
would be unjuft to confine her to thofe 
humble fcenes ; nor is her prefence, as our 
times afford a Ihining and amiable example, 
unattainable to Royalty itfelf ; the wife and 
good, whatever their rank, led by the hand 
of fimple unerring nature, are feldom known 
to mifs their way to her delightful abode. 



You 
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You have feen Lord Belmont (bleft with 
^ifdora to chufe, and fortune to purfue his 
choice; convinced that weahh and titles, 
the portion of few, are not only foreign 
to, but often inconfiftent with, true hap- 
pinefs) feek the lovely goddefs, not in the 
pride of ftiow, the pomp of courts, or 
the madnefs of dilTipation ; but in th« calm 
of retirement, in the bofom of friendfttip, 
in the fweets of dear domeftic life, in the 
tender pleafing duties of hufband and of 
father, in the praftice of beneficence and 
every gentler virtue. Others may be like 
him convinced ; but few like him have 
fpirit and refolution to burft the magic 
fetters of example and faihion, and nobly 
dare to be happy. 

What plcafure does it give me to find 
in you fo juft a way of thinking in regard 
to fortune! Yes, my dear Harry, all that 
in reality deferves the name of good, fo 
far as it centers in ourfelves, is within 
D 5 the 
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the reach, not only of our moderate income, 
but of one much below it. Great wealth is 
only defirable for the power it gives us of 
making others happy ; and, when one fees 
how very few make this only laudable 
ufe of extreme affluence, one acquiefces 
chearfully in the will of Heaven, fatisfied 
with not having the temptation of mifap* 
plying thofe gifts of the Supreme Being for 
which we fliall undoubtedly be accountable^ 

Nothing can, as you obferve, be more 
worthy a reafonable creature than Lord 
Belmont's plan of life : he has enlarged 
his own circle of happinefs, by taking 
into it that of all mankind, and particularly 
of all around him: his bounty glides 
unobferved, like the deep filent flream ; 
nor is it by relieving fo much as by pre- 
venting want, that his generous fpirit adls : 
it is his glory and his pleafure, that he 
muft go beyond the limits of his own eftatc 
to find objcfts of real diftrefs. 

He 
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He encourages induftry, and keeps up 
the foul of chearfulnefe amongft his tenant-*, 
by maintaining as much as poilible the 
natural equality of mankind on his eflatc. 
His farms are not large, but moderately 
rented ; all are at eafe, and can provide 
happily for their families ; none rife to ex- 
orbitant wealth. The very cottagers arc 
ftrangers to all that even approaches want : 
when the bufier feafons of the year are 
paft, he gives them eniployment in his 
woods or gardens ; and finds double beau- 
ties in every improvement there, when he 
yeflefts that from thence, 

" Health to himfelf and to his infants 

" bread, 
" The laborer bears." — 

Plenty, the child of indurtry, fmiles on their 
humble abodes; and, if any unforcfecn 
misfortune nips the bloflbms of their proP 
perity, his bounty, defcending filcnt and 
D 6 rcfrcfliin^'; 
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refrefliing as the dews of Heaven, renews 
their blooming ftate, and reftores joy to 
their happy dwellings. 

To fay all in one word, the maxims by 
which he governs all the aftions of his life 
are manly, benevolent, enlarged, liberal ; 
and his generous paffion for tlje good of 
others is rewarded by his Creator, whofe 
approbation is his firft point of view, with 
as much happinefs to himfelf as this fub- 
lunary ftate is capable of. Adieu ! 
Your affeftionate 

J. Mandeville. 
^— ■ - . ... — 

To Colonel Bellville^ 

YES, I am indeed fond of your 7/^- 
liano; it is the language of Love 
and the Mufes : has a certatn foftnefs, and 
all that; — and by no means difBcult to 
under (land — at lead it is tolerable eafy to 
underftand as much of it as I do, as much 

* as 
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as enables one to be conceited, and giTC 
one*s fclf airs amongft thofe who arc totally 
ignorant : when this happens, I look af- 
tonifhed at the Gothic creatures. — " Hea* 
*^ vens ! my dear Madam, not know Italian ? 
" how I pity your favagc ignorance ! not 
" know Italian ! la Lingua d*Jmore f 
''Oh! Mirtilh! Mirtillo! Anima miar--^ 
The dear creatures dare, and hate one 
fo cordially, it is really charming. — And 
if one now and then unluckily blunders 
upon fomebody who is more in the fecret 
than one's felf, a downcaft look, and " JEfo- 
•* vergogna, Signoray'* faves all, and does 
credit at once to one's learning and one^s 
modefty. Flattered too by fo plain a con- 
■fefSon of their fuperiority, they give you 
credit for whatever degree of knowledge 
you defire, and go away fo fatisfied — and 
exclaim in all companies, *^Upon my word^ 
•* Lady Anne Wilmot is abfolutely an 
^* exquifite miftrefs of Italian, only a little 
« too diffident.** 

I am 
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I am juft come from playing at ball in the 
garden, Lord Belmont of the party : this 
fwect old man! I am half in love with him, 
though I have no kind of hopes ; for he 
told me yefterday, that, lovely as I was. 
Lady Belmont was in his eyes a thoufand 
times more fo. How amiable is age like his! 
fo condefcending to the pleafures of the 
young! fo charmed to fee them happy! 
He gains infinitely in point of love by this 
eafy goodnefs ; and as to refpeft, his virtues 
cannot fail to command it. 

Oh! a fropos to age, my Lord fays, he is 
fure I Ihall be a mofl agreable old woman ; 
and I am almoft of his opinion. Adieu ! 
creature! I can no more. 

By the way, do you know that Harry's 
cittadina has taken a prodigious penchant 
for me, and vows no woman on earth has fo 
much wit, or fpirit, or politejfe^ as L ady 
Anne Wilmot? Something like a glim- ;. 

mering 
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merlng of tafte this : I proteft, I begin Co 
think the girl not quite fo intolerable. 
Jefuis votrCy 

A. WiLMOT. 



To the Earl of Belmokt. 
My Lord, 

AN unforefeen inevitable misfortune 
having happened to me, for which 
a too carelefs oeconomy had left me totally 
unprovided, I find it neceffary to fell my 
cftate, and quit the country. 

I could find a ready purchafcr in Mr. 
Weftbrook, who, with the mercilefs ra- 
pacity of an exchange-broker, watches 
like a harpy the decline of every gende- 
man's fortune in this neighbourhood, in 
order to feize on his poffeiEons : but the 
tender affeftion I bear my tenants makes 
me folicitous to confult their good as much 
as pofiible in the fale, fince my hard fate 

will 
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will not allow me longer to contribute to 
it myfelf : I will not here fay more, than 
that I cannot provide more eflFeftually 
for their happinefs than by felling to your 
Ixjrdlhip. I am. 

My Lord, 
^ Your Lordftiip's mod 

obedient and devoted Servant, 

Jambs Barker, 



To James Barker, Efq; 
S I R, 

I AM extremely concerned any accident 
fhould have happened, which makes 
it poffible I fhould lofe from my neigh- 
bourhood a gentleman of family, of fo very 
worthy a charafter, and one I fo greatly 
cfteem : but I hope means may be found 
to prjcvent what would be fo extremely 
z regretted 
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regretted by all who have the plcafure of 
knowing you. 

As I have always regarded the indepen* 
dent country gentlemen as the ftrength and 
glory of this kingdom, and the beft fup- 
, ports of our excellent conftitution, no in- 
creafe of power or property to myfelf fliall 
ever tempt me to leffen the number of them, 
where it can poffibly be avoided. If you 
have refolution to enter on fo exaft a fyftem 
of OBconomy as will enable you tore-pay any 
fum you may want in feven years, what- 
ever that fum is, I Ihall be moft happy in 
advancing it, and will take it back in the 
manner moft eafy to you. I think I could 
trace out a plan by which you might re- 
trench confiderably in a manner fcarce per- 
ceptible. I will to-morrow morning call 
upon you when I am riding out, when wc 
will talk further on this fubjeft; be affured, 
none of the greedy Leviathans of our days 
can feel half the plcafure in compleating a 

purchafe 
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purchafe that I ftiall do in declining this, if 
I can be fo happy as to keep you amongft 
us. Your accepting this without hefita- 
tion will be a proof of your efteem 
which I can never forget, as it will {hew 
you think too highly of mc to fear my 
making an ill ufe hereafter of having had 
the happinefs of doing for yqip what, if 
we were to change prefent ifttuations,. I 
know you would rejoice in doing for me. 
I have a fund, which I call " the bank of 
^ friendftiip," on which it is my rule to take 
BO incerefl ; and you may cooimand to m 
mmofl extent. I am^ 

Dear Sir, 

Your affefiionatc friend, 

and obedient fcrvant, 

Belmont, 



Ta 
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To Colonel Bellville. 

Thurfdajr. 

WE hare been dhimg atfre/co in ^ 
ruftic temple^ in a wood near the 
boufe : romanefque^ fimple ; the pillars 
trunks of ancient oaks, the roof the bark 
of trees, the pavement pebbles, the feats 
mofs; the wild melody of nature our mu- 
fic ; the diftant found of the cafcade juft 
breaks on the ear, which, joined by the 
chaunt of the birds, the cooing of the doves^ 
the lowing of the herds, and the gently- 
breathing Weftern breeze, forms a concert 
moft divinely harmonious. 

Really this place would be charming, if 
it was a little more replete with human 
beings ; but to me the fineft landfcape is a 
dreary wild, unlefs adorned by afewgroupes 
of figures. — There are fquires indeed — 

well, 
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well, abfolutely, your fquircs are an agre- 
ableirace of people, refined, fentimental, 
formed for the belle pqffion ; though it 
muft be owned the fquires about Belmont 
are rational animals compared to thofe my 
carofpofo ufed to alTociate ^ith : my Lord 
has exceedingly humanized them, and their 
wives and daughters are decent creatures ; 
which really amazed me at firft ; for you 
know, Bellville, there is in general no 
{landing the country miffes. 

Your letter is juft brought me : all you 
fay of levees and drawing rooms is thrown 
away: 

" Talk not to me of courts, for I difdain 
** All courts when he is by : far be the 

" noife 
** Of kings and courts from us, whofc 

" gentle fouls 
" Our kinder ftars have fteer'd another 

" way.*' 

Yes, 
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Yes, the rural tafte prevails ; my plan of 
life is fixed ; to fit under a hill, and keep 
Iheep with Harry Mandeville. 

mon Dieu! what do I fee commg 
down the avenue ? Is it in woman to refift 
that equipage ? Papier machee — highly 
gilded — loves and doves — fix long-tailed 
grey Arabians.— By all the gentle powers of 
lore and gallantry, Fondville himfclf! — the 
dear enchanting creature 1 — nay then — poor 
Harry — all is over with him — I difcard him 
this moment, and take Fondville for my 
cecisbeo — ^freih from Paris— juft imported 
*-«Oh! all ye gods! 

Friday morning* 

1 left yoti fomewhat abruptly ; and am 
returned to fill up my epiftle with the ad«* 
ventures of yefterday. 



The 
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The great gates being thrown open, 
and the chariot drawn up to the fteps, mjr 
charming Fondville, dreft in a fuit of light- 
coloured fiik embroidered with filver, a 
hat with a black feather under his arm, 
and a large bouquet of artificial flowers in 
. his button-hole, all Arabia breathing from 
his well-fcented handkerchief, defcended, 
like Adonis from the carr of Venus, and, 
fuU of the idea of his own irrefiftibility, 
advanced towards the faloon — he advanced, 
not with the doubtful air of a bafhful lover 
intimidated by a thoufand tender fears, but 
in a minuet ftep, humming an opera tune, 
and cafting a fide glance at every looking 
glafs in his way. The firft compliments 
being over, the amiable creature feated 
himfclf by me, and began the following 
converfation : 

" Well, but my dearLady Anne, this is fo 
** furprizing — your Ladyfhip in campagna ? 
" I thought Wilmot had given you a furfeit 

« of 
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^* of the poet's Elyzium horrid rctire- 

*^ ment ! — how do you contrive to kill time ? 
" — though Harry Mandcville indeed — a 
** widow of fpirit may find fome amufement 
" there/' 

" Why really, FondviUe, a pretty fellow 
" does prodigioufly foften the horrors of 
** folitude/' 

« Oh, nothing fo well.'* 

" And Harry has his attraftions." 

"Attraftions! ab! PAmore! the fiaired 
" eyes of Rome — " 

" But pray, my dear Lord, iow did the 
" court bear my abfence i*^ 

'* In defpair : the very Zephyrs about 
** Verfailles have learnt tofigh. La belle An^ 

« And 
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" And Mircmont ?** 

" Inconfojiablc ; ftaid away from twe 
^ operas.'* 

" Is it poflible ? the dear conftant crea* 
" ture ! how his fuflferings touch me ! ^-^ 
" but here is company." 

" Any body one knows ?** 

" I rather think not.'* 

** What ! the good company of the envi- 
** rons, the arriere ban, the poje comi^ 
'*tatusf* 

" Even fo : my Lord brings down the 
*' natives upon us ; but, to do the creatures 
** juftice, one fhall feldom fee tamer favagcs.** 

Here the door opening, Fondville rofe 
with us ally and, leaning againfl the wainf* 

cot, 
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cot^ in an attitude of cafy indifference, half 
bowing, without deigning to turn his eyes 
on thofe who entered the room, continued 
playing my fan, and talking to me in a half 
whifper, till all were feated ; when ray 
dear Lady Belmont, Jeading the converfa- 
tion, contrived to make it general, till, tea 
being over, my Lord propofed a walk in 
the gardens; where hii'ting trifled away an 
hour very pleafantly, we found mufic ready 
in the faloon at our return, and danced till 
midnight. 

Lord Vifcount Fondville (he would not 
have you omit Vifcount for ihe world) left 
us this morning: my Lord is extremely po- 
lite and attentive to him, on the fuppofition 
of his being my lover ; otherwife he mufl 
expeft no fupemumerary civilities at Bel- 
mont ; for, as it is natural to value mofl 
thofe advantages one poffeffes one's felf, my 
Lord, whofe nobility is but of the third ge- 
neration^ but whofe anceftry lofes itfelf in 

Vol. 1. E the 
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the clouds, pays much greater refpeft to a. 
long line of illuftriqus anceftors than; to the 
mod lofty titles ; and I am. forry to fay my 
dear Fondville's pedigree will pot ftand the 
teft; he owes his fortune and rank tathc. 
iniquity of his father, who was deep in the 
infamous fecret of the South Sea bubble. 

*Tis however a good-natured, inoffenfivc, 
lively, fhowy animal, and does not flatter, 
difagreably. He owns Belmont not abfo- 
lutely (hocking, and thinks LadX Julia ra- 
ther tolerable, if ihe was fo happy as to have 
a little of my fpirit and enjouement. 

Adio! 

A. WiLMOT. 

del! what a memory! this is notpofl 
day. You may poflibly gain a line or two 
by this ftrange forgetfulncls of mine. 



Nothing 
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Saturday. 

Nothing new, but that la Signora Wcft- 
» bfook, who vifited here yefterday, either 
was, or pretended to be, taken ill before 
her coach came ; and Harryi by her own 
defire, attended her home in Lady Julia's 
poft chaife« He came back with fo grave 
an air, that I fancy ihe had been mak« 
ing abfolutc, plain, down-right love to 
him: her ridiculous fondnefs begins to 
be rather perceptible to every body. Real- 
ly thefc city girls are fo rapid in their 
amours, they won't give a man time to 
breathe. 

Once more, adieu ! 



E 2 To 
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To George Mordaunt, Efq; 

June 13, 

I HAVE juft received a letter which makes . 
me the mod unhappy of mankind : 'tis 
from a lady, whofe fortune is greatly above 
my inoft fanguine hopes, and whofe merit 
and xendcrnefs deferve that heart which I 
feel it is not in my power to give her. The 
general complacency of my behaviour to 
the lovely fex, and my having been acci- 
denrally her partner at two or three balls, 
has deceived her into an opinion that flie is 
beloved by nie; and flie imagines flie is only 
returning a pafEon, which her fuperiority 
of fortune has prevented my declaring. 
How much is Ihe to te pitied ! my heart 
knows too well the pangs of difappointed 
love, not to feel moft tenderly for the fuf- 
ferings of another, without the additional 
motive to compaffion of being the undefigned 
ck.ufe of thofe fufferings, the fevereft of 

which 
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♦ which human nature is capable. I am em- 
barrafed to the greateft degree, not what 
refolution to take ; that required not a mo- 
ment's deliberation; but how to- foften the 
ftroke, and in what manner, without wouiivi- 
ing her delicacy, to decline an offer, whicli 
ihe has not the leaft doubt of my accepiiiv^ 
wkh all the eager tranfj>ort of timid love, 
furprifed 1^ unexpcftcd fiicccft* 

I have wrnten to her, and think 1 fhall 
fend this anfwcr ; I inclofe you a copy of 
it: her letter is already dcftroyed: her 
name I conceal. The honor of a lady k 
too facrod to be trufted, even to the faith- 
ful breaft of a friend.. 

'' To Mifs — • 

. ** No words, Mada;n, can exprcfs th<; 
" warmth of my gratitude for your gene- 
** rous intentions in my favor, though my 
'^ ideas of probity will not allow me take 
** advantage of them. 

E 3 ♦* Ta 
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" To rob a gentleman, by whom I have 
" been treated with the utmoft hospitality, 
" not only of hb whole fortune, but of what 
'^ is infinitely more valuable, a beloved and 
'^ amiable daughter, is an action fo utterly 
^' inconfiftent with thofe fentiments of ho* 
*' nor which I have always cultivated, as 
** even your perfeftions cannot tempt mc to 
** be guilty of. I muft therefore, however 
" unwillingly, abfolutely decline the happi- 
^* nefs you have had the goodnefs to permit 
'* me to hope for ; and beg leave to fub- 
'^fcribe myfelf^ Madam, with the utmoft 
*' gratitude and moft lively efteemj 

" Your moft obliged and 

^ devoted fervant, 

*^ H* Mandzvilli/^ 



I ought 
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I ought perhaps td be more explicit in my 
refiifal of her ; but I cannot bring myfclf to 
jhock her fenfibility, by an appearance of 
total indifference. Surely this is fufEciently 
clear, and as much as can be faid by a man 
fenfibk of, and' grateful for, fo infinite an 
'obligation. • 

You will fmile when I own, that, in the 
midfl of my concern for this Lady, I feel a 
fecret, and I fear an ungenerous, pleafure, 
*Tn facrlEcing her to Lady Julia's friend- 
fliip, though the latter will never be fenfible 
of the facriflce. 

Yes, my friend, every idea of an efta- 

blilhmcm in the World, however remote or 

.iiQWever advwtageous, dies away before 

the joy of being efteemed by her, and at 

liberty to. cultivate thatefteem. Determin- 

.ed againft marris^e, I have no wifh, no hope, 

J}m that of bemg for ever unconneAed, for 

ever.hlcft in hgi: converfation^ for ever al- 

. : • E 4 lowed, 
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lowed, uninterrupted, unreftrained by near- 
er ties, to hear that enchanting voice, to 
fwear on that fnowy hand eternal amity, to 
liften to the unreferved fentiments of the 
moft beautiful mind in the creation, uttered 
with the melody of angels. Had I worlds, 
J would give them to infpire her with thp 
fame wiflies ! 

JI. Mai^deville. 



To Colonel Belly ill £• 

Wednefday night. 

I Can't conceive, EeHville, what 21 Is 
that makes me fo much the men's 
tafte : I really think I am not handfome — 
not fo very handfome — not fo handfome 
as Lady Julia, — yet I don't know how it is— 
I am perfecuted to death imongft yon^-U 
the misfortune to pleaffe eve^y^ bodj^— 'tis 

amazing 
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amazing— no regularity of features — fine 
eyes indeed — a vivid bloom — a feducing 
fmile — an elegant form — an air of the 
world— and fomething extremely well in the 
foufe enfemble — a kind of an agreable 
manner — eafy, fpiritcd, degagee-^znd for 
the underftanding— I flatter myfelf malice 
itfelf cannot deny me the beauties of the 
fnind. You might juftly fay to me, what 
the Queen of Sweden faid to Mademoi- 
felle le FevrCj " With fuch an underftan J- 
" ing, are you not aftiamed to be hand- 
**fome?'* 

Thurfday morniag, 

Abfolutely deftrted^^ Lord and Lady 
Belmont are gone to town this morning on 
fudden and unexpefted bufinefs. Poor 
Harry's fituatibn would have been pitiable, 
had not my Lord, confidering how impofli- 
ble it was for him to be well with us both 
E 5 ^ trio, 
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a trio, fcnt to Fondville to fpend a Week 
here m their abfence^ which they hope will 
not be much longer. Harry, who is vice* 
toy, with abfolute power, has only one 
commiffion, to amufe Lady Julia and me^ 
and not let us pafs a languid hour till their 
return. 

Dia/ Fondyillc^s Arabians I the dear 
creature looks up — he bows — ** That 
*^ bow might from the biddmg of the god& 
•* command me''— 

Don't you love quotations? I am im* 
menfely fond of them; a certain proof of 
erudition : and, in my fentimtents, to be a 
woman of literature is to be — In ihort^, 
my dear Belhille, I early in Hfe difcovered^ 
by the meer force of genius, that there 
were two charafters only in which one might 
take a thoufand little innocent freedoms^ 
without being cenfured by a parcel of im* 
jertiaent old women, thofe of a Belle^ 

Efftrit 
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EJpirif and a Methodiji ; and the 3*^\':r 
not being in my ftyle, I chofc to fet r ; ; •. 
the former, in which I have had the ' ^^ 
pinefs to fucceed fomuch beyond my hop^ 
that the firft queftion now alkcd amongft 
polite people, when a new piece comes cut, 
is, " What does Lady Anne Wilmot fay of 
•' it ?'* A fcornful fmile from mc would damn 
the bcft play that ever was written ; as a look 
of approbation, for I am naturally merciful, 
has faved many a dull one. In fhort, if you 
Ihould happen to write an infipid poem, 
which is extremely probable, fend it to me, 
and my Fiat fhall croWn you with im- 
mortality. 

Oh! Heavens! d fropos, do you know 
that Bell Martin, in the wane of her charms, 
and pad the meridian of her reputation, is 
abfolutely married to Sir Charles Canterall? 
Aftonifhing! till I condefcend to give the 
due. She praifed his bad verfes. A thoufand 
things appear ftrange ia human life, which, 
i. ' E 6 if 
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if one had the real key, are only natural 
eflfeSs of a hidden canfe. " My dear Sir 
^ Charles,'* fays Bell, " that di?ine Sapphic 
** of yours— thofe mehing founds — I have 
"endeavored to fet it -^ but Orpheus or 
" Amphion alone — I would ling it — yet 
" fear to truft my own heart — fuch ex- 
** tatic numbers! — who that has a foul"— 
She fung half a ftanza, and, overcome by 
the magic force of verfe, leaning on his 
breaft,as if abforbed in fpeechlefs tranfport, 
" Ihe fainted, funk, and died away." Find 
me the poet upon earth who could have 
withftood this. He married hei: the next 
morning. 

Ciel! I forgot the card Fondville. I 
am really inhuman. Adieu! Je futs votrt 
amie tres fidelle^ I can abfolutely afford 
no more at prefent. 



Vri^ 
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To Henry Mandeville, Efqj 

London, Junt ao.* 

YOU can have no idea, my dear 
Mr. Mandeville, how weary I am 
of being tfiefe few days only in town : that 
any one, who is happy enough to have a 
houfe, a cottage, in the country, fhould 
continue here at tins feafon, is to me incon- 
ceivable ; but that gentlemen of large 
property, that noblemen, ftrould imprifou 
themfelves in this finoking furnace, when 
the whole land is a blooming garden, a wilv 
dernefs of fweetsf when pleafurc courts 
them in her faireft form ; nay, when the 
fordid god of modern days, when Intereft 
joins his potent voice; when power, the 
beft power, that of doing good, folicits 
their prefence ; can only be accounted for 
by fuppofing them under the dominion of 
fafcination, fpell-caught by fome • mali^ 

cious 
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cioirs demon^ an eijemy to human hap* 
pinefs. 

I cannot refift addrefling them in a ftanza 
or two of a poem, which deferves to be 
written b letters of grfd ; 

♦' Mean time, by pleafore's fophiftry allnp'd, 
^ From the bright fun and living breeze 
. . ^* ye ftray: 
^ Askix deep in London's gloomy haunts 
" imraur*d, 
•^ Brood o'er your fortune's,, freedom's,. 
" health's decay, 
■^ Obliodof choke, aadtoyourfelves untrue! 
^ The young grove flioots,^ their bloom the 

** fields renew, 
^ The manfion alks iu lord, the fwain? their 
" friend j 
^ While he doth riot's orgies haply fhare,. 
•* Or tempt the gamcftcr'sdark deftroying 
" fnarc, 
•* Or at fomc courtly flirine with flayith in-» 
" cenfc bcnd^. 

«« And 
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♦' And yet full oftyoor anxious tongues com* 
" plain 
" Thatcarelefs tumult pnnnpts the raftic 
" throng; 
*^ That the rude village inmates now difdain 
*• Thofe homely ties which rul'd their 
*' fathers long : 
•* Alas ! your fathers did by other arts 
*' Draw thofe kind ties around their fimple 
*^ hearts, 
** And led in other paths their duftile will r 
•* By fuccoursy faithful counfcl, courteous 

" chear, 
** Won them the ancient manners to revere, 
•* To prize their country's peace, and 
" Heaven^s due rites fulfill/* 

Can a nobleman of fpirit prefer thcrudfe 
iniults of a licentious London rabble, the 
refufe of every land, to the warm and faith- 
ful attachment of a brave, a generous, a 
frccj^ and loyal yeomanry in the country ? 

Does 
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Does not intereft, as well as Tirtuc and hu- 
manity prompt them, by liying on their 
eftates, to imitate the Heavens, which re- 
turn the moifture they draw from the earth, 
in grateful dews and fhowers? 

When I firft came to Belmont, haying 
been fome years abroad, I found my te- 
nants poor and dejefted, fcarce able to 
gain a hard penurious living; the neigh- 
bouring gentlemen {pending two thirds of 
the year in London, and the town which 
was the market for my eftate filled only 
with people in trade, who could fcarce 
live by each other. I ftruck at the root 
of this evil, 2nd, by living almoft altoge- 
ther in the country myfelf, brought the 
whole neighbourhood to do ^the fame : I 
promoted every kind of diverfion, which 
foon filled my town with gentlemens fa- 
milies, which raifed the markets, and of 
confequence the value of my eftate : my 
tenants grew rich at the fame rents which 
. 2 before 



Lady Julia Makdbville. I9 

before they were unable to pay ; populatioii 
increafed^ my Tillages were full of inha^^ 
bitants^ and all around me was gay and 
flourifliing. So fimple^ my dear Mr. Mao** 
deville, are the maxims of true poliqr * hut 
it muft be fo ; that machine which has the 
feweft wheels is certainly moft eafy to keep 
in order. 

Have you had my old men to dine ? 
at (ixty I admit them to my table, wherer 
they are always once a fortnight my guefts. 
I love to converfe with thofe " whom 
** age and long experience render wife ^'^ 
and, in^ my idea of things, it is umc ta 
ilack^n the reins of {Hide^- and to wave all 
fublunary diftinftions, when ihey are fonear 
being at an end between us^ Befides, I 
know, by my own feelings, that age wants 
the comforts of life : a plentiful table, ge- 
.^nerous wkies, chearful converfe, and the 
notice of thofe they have been accuftomed 

to 
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to reverCj renews in fome dcgrjee the fire 
of youth, giyes a fpring to declinmg na^ 
ture, and perhaps prolongs as well as en- 
livens the evening of their days. Nor is 
it a fmall addition to my fatisfadlion, to f» 
the rcfpeft paid them by the young of their 
own r^nk, from the obfervation of their 
being thus diilinguilhed by me : as aH^ 
old man, I have a kind of jpterefl in mak'^ 
ing age an objoft of reverence v but, were* 
I ever fo young, I would continue a cuftoqi 
which appears; to mq not lefs jufl thiin hfir 
mane. 

Adieu! my eftcfcmed, my amiablq friemll 
how I cn?y you' ybujr larkia and nightLfih 
•gales! : ''■ .^ ;• '= ->t 

Your faithful 

B£LM0KT» 
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To Colonel Bellville. 



Thurfilay* 

POSITIVELY, Bellville, I can anfwef 
for nothing: thefe fylvan fcenes arc! 
fo very bewitching, the vernal grove and 
balmy Zephyr arc fo favorable to a 
lover's prayer, that if Fondville was any 
thing but a " pretty man about town," my 
£tuation would be extremely critical* 

This wicked Harry too has ccrtamly 
fome evil deiign ; he forms nothing but en- 
chanting rural parties, either i quarrie^ 
or with others of the young and gay : not 
a maiden aunt has appeared at Belmont 
fince his reign commenced. He fuflfers no 
ideas to enter our imaginations but thofe 
of youth, beauty, love, and the feducing 

pleafures 
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pl'eafures of the golden age. We dance' 
on the green, dine at the hermitage, and 
wander in the woods by moonligjit, liften- 
ing to the fong ef the nightingale, or the 
fweeter notes of that little fyren Lady Julia^ 
whofe impafiioned founds would fofteik 
the marble heart of a virgin of eighty* 
five. 

I really tremble for my fair friend ; young; 
artlefs, fuU of fenfibility, cxpofed hourly 
to the charms of the prettieft fellow upon 
earth, with a manner fo foft, fo tender, (o 
much in her own romantic way- 

A rap at my door-r-Fondvifle is fent 
for away — company at his houfe — fets out 
immediately — ^I muft bid the dear creature 
adieu— 

I am returned : pity me, Bellvillc I 

«Thc 
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** The ftreams, the groves, the rocks remain J 
♦* But Damon ftill I fcek in vain." 

Yes, the dear man is gone; Harry is 
retired to write letters, and Lady Jnlia and 
I arc going to take a walk, tete d t^ie, in 
die wood* Jeju Maria / a female t^te a 
4ite 1 — ^I (hall never go through the opC'- 
radon — if we were en confidence indeed, 
It might be bearable : but the little inno- 
cent fool has not even a fecrct. Adio ! 

Yours, 

A WiLMOT. 



To 
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To George Mordaxjiit^ £fq; 

OH ! Mofdaunt! I am indeed undoM ; I 
was too confident of my own ftrength: 
I depended on the power of gratitude and 
honor over my heart, but find them too 
weak to defend me againit fuch inexprefiible 
lovelinefs. I could have refilled her beauty 
only, but the mind which irradiates thofe 
fpdSiking eyes— the melting mufic of thofe 
gentle accents, " foft as the fleeces of de- 
** fcending fnows'* — the delicacy, yet lively 
tendemefs of her fentiments — that angel in- 
nocence — that winning fweetnefs — the ah* 
fence of her parents, and Lady Anne's co- 
quetry with Lord Fondville, have given me 
opportunities of converfing with her, which 
have for ever deftroyed my peace — ^I muft 
tfsar myfelf from her — I will leave Belmont 
the moment my Lord returns — I am for 
ever loft — doomed to wretchednefs — but 

I will 
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I will be wretched alone — I tremble left 
my eyes fliould have difcovered — kft pity 
ihould inTolve her in my mUery. 

. Great heavens! was I not fuflSciently 
unhappy I to ftab rac to the hearty I have 
juft received the following letter from Lord 
Belmont! 



" To Hehry Makdeville, Efq. 

June 22. 

** The prefent membeir of parliament 

for being in a ftate of health which 

•* renders his life extremely uncertain, it 
" would be very agreable to me if my dear 
" Mr, Mandeville would think of offering 
** himfelf a candidate to fucceed him. I 
** will however be fo plain as to tell him, 
^ he will have no afliftance from me except 
*^ my wifhes, and has nothing to truft tobnt 
I " his 



ff 
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** his merits and the name of Mandeville ; 
^ it being a point both of confcience and 
*' honor with me, • never to intermeddle in 
" eleftions. The prefervation of our happy 
'* c<Hiftltution depends on the perfeft inde- 
^ pendcnce of each part of which it is com- 
'^ ppfed on the other two: and the moment, 
*^ Heaven grant that moment to be far diftant! 
" when theHoufe of Lords can makeaHoufe 
*' Commons, Liberty and Prerogative will 
" ceafe to be more than names, and both 
** Prince and People become flaves. 

** I therefore always, though the whole 
** town is mine, leave the people to their free 
" and uninfluenced choice : never interfering 
** farther than to infift on their keeping them- 
*^ felves asunbiaflfed as I leave them. I would 
" not only withdraw ray favor from, but 
** profecute, the nan who wasbafe enough 
" to take a bribe, though he who offered it 
** was my nearefl friciii. 
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" By this means I have the pleafurealfo of 
" keeping myfelf free, and at liberty to con- 
** fer favors where I pleafe ; fo that I fecure 
" my own independence by not invading 
" that of others. 

" This conduft, I cannot help thinking, 
" if general, would preferve the balance of 
^^ our glorious conftitution ; a balance of 
" much greater confequence to Britons than 
" the balance of power in Eruope, though 
" fo much lefs the objeft of their attention, 
" In this we refemble thofe perfons, who, 
" whilft they are bufied in regulating the 
" domeftic concerns of their neighbors, fuf- 
" fer their own to be ruined. 

" But to return from this unintended di- 
" greffion. You will perhaps objeft to what 
** I have propofed, that, during your father/s 
" life, you are not qualified for a feat in Par- 
" liament. I have obviated this objeftion, 
" Lady Mary, the only filler of my father. 

Vol. L F '^ has 
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** has an ample fortune in her own power to 
^\ difpofe of : fome part of it was originally 
•* her own ; but much the larger part was 
^* left her by her lover. Sir Charles Barton, 
** who was killed in C)iieen Anne's wars the 
^* very morning before he was to have fet out 
'* for England to complete his marriage. 
*' Being the lafl: of his family, he had made 
*' a will, in which he left his eftate to Lady 
** Mary, with a requeft, that, if flie did not 
** marry, (he would leave it to one of the 
** name of Mandeville. As fhe loves merit, 
" and has the happinefs and honor of our 
" houfe warmly at heart, I have eafily pre- 
" vailed on her to fettle five hundred pounds 
" a year on you at the prefent, and to leave 
** you a good part of the reft at her death. 
** Herdefign hitherto, I will not conceal from 
** you, has been to leave her fortune to my 
" daughter, of whom fhe is infinitely fond; 
" but Julia has enough, and by leaving it to 
" you (he more exaftly fulfills the will of Sir 
** Charles, who, though he has not exprefsly 

" made 
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** made the diftinftion, certainly meant it to 
" a male of the Mandeville name. Theeftate 
'* is about two thoufand pounds a year; her 
" own fortune of fourteen thoufand pounds, 
"I fhall not oppofe her leaving to my 
" daughter. 

** I know too well the generous fentiments 
" of your heart to doubt that, in procuring 
** this fettlement, I give to my country a firm 
" and unfhaken patriot, at once above de- 
" pendence on tire moll virtuous court, and 
'* the mean vanity of oppofing the jufl mea- 
" fures of his Prince from a too eager dcfire of 
" popularity : not that I would have you in- 
** fenfible to praife, or the efteem of your 
^' country ; but feek it only by deferving it ; 
** and though it be in part the reward, let it 
" not be the motive of your aftions : let your 
^* own approbation be your firft view, and 
" that of others only your fecond. 

" You may obferve, my dear Mr- Mande- 

*' ville, I only caution you againft being led 

F 2 " away. 
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** away, by youthful vanity, to oppofe the 
** juft raeafures of your Prince : I Ihould 
'* wrong the integrity of your heart, if I 
*' fuppofed you capable of diftreffing the 
*' hands of government for mercenary or 
*' ambitiopspurpofes. A virtuous fenator will 
** regard, not men, but meafures, and will 
'* concur with his bittereft enemies m every 
" falutary and honeft purpofe; or rather, in 
** a public Mght, he will have no enemies 
** but the enemies of his country. 

*' It is with caution I give even thefe ge* 
** neral hints ; far be it from me to attempt to 
" influence your judgment: let your opinion 
" be ever free and your own; or, where your 
*' inexperience may want information, feek 
" it from the bed and moft enlightened of 
" ra:inkind, your excellent father, who has 
** long fat with honor in the fame houfe. 

** Let me now, my amiable friend, thank 
*^ you for your obliging attention, not only 

2 . '« to 
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" to the ladies, of whom I could not doubt 
" your care, but of my tenants ; one of whom 
" writes me word, that, coming to enquire 
" when I fhould return, with a look of anx- 
*' iety which (hewed my return was of con- 
" fequence to him, you took him afide, and, 
" enquiring his bufinefs, found he wanted, 
"from an accident which had involved him 
" in a temporary diftrefs, to borrow an huu- 
** dred pounds, for which you gave him a 
*' draught on your banker, with a good- 
" nefs and fweetnefs of manner which 
" doubled the obligation; making only one 
*^ condition, which the overflowing of his 
" gratitude has made him unable to keep, 
" that it (hould be a fecret to all the world. 

*' Can Lady Mary do too much for a man 
** who thus ihews himfelf worthy the name 
^* of Mandeville, the charafteriftic of which 
•^ has ever been the warmeft benevolence? 



♦* Another 
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" Another would, perhaps, infift on re- 
'" turning the money to you ; but I will not 
" rob you of the pleafure of making an. 
'* honeft man happy : you will however ob- 
** ferve, that it is this once only I indulge 
" you ; and that you are the only perfon 
** from whom I have ever fufFered my fa- 
" mily, for fuch I efteem all placed by Pro- 
** vidence under my proteftion, to receive 
" an obligation : 'tis a favor I have refufed 
** even to your father. 

"Do not anfwer this: I fliall pofEbly be 
** with you before a letter could reach me. 

" Adieu, your affeftionate 

" Belmont.*^ 

Can I, after this letter, my dear Mor- 
daunt, entertain a wifti for Lady Julia, with- 
out the blackeft ingratitude? no, though I 
will not accept his generous offer, I can 
never forget he has made it. I will leave 
Belmont — I will forget her — What have I 
faid? forget her? I pauftfirft lofe all fenfe 
of my oven being* Am 
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Am I born to know every fpecies of mi- 
iery ? I have this moment received a fccond 
letter from the lady I once mentioned to 
you, filled with the fofteft and mofl affecfl- 
ing expreflions of difinterefted tendernefs : 
indifcreet from excefs of affeftion, (he ad- 
jures me to meet her one moment in the 
ruftic temple, where fhe is waiting for me. 
Her meflenger is gone ; and, as I will not 
hazard expofing her by fending my fervant, 
I have no choice left but to go : Heaven 
knows how unwillingly 1 Should we be fecn, 
what an appearance would fuch a meeting 
have ! I left Lady Julia to write letters, and 
on that account excufed myfelf from attend- 
ing her: yet can I leave her, whom love 
alone has made imprudent, to the confe- 
quence of her indifcretion, and the wild fai- 
lles of a mind torn by difappointment and 
defpair ! I will go : but how ftiall I behold her ! 
now tell her pity is all I can return to fo ge- 
nerous a paffion? Thefe trials are too great 
for a heart like mine, tender, fympathetlc, 
F 4 corapaf- 
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compaflionate, and foftened by the fenfe of 
it^s own fufferings ; I (hall expire with regret 
and confufion at her fight. Farewell. 

H- Mandeville» 



To Colonel Bellville. 

OUR party laft night did not turn oul 
fo much in the ftill-Hfe way as I ex- 
pefted — unfortunate that I am — two riYafe 
at once — la belltffima Julia has moft cer- 
tainly a penchant for Harry — 'tis abfurd, 
for the thing is impoffible. In the firft 
place, I am rather afraid he has a kind of 
attachment to this creature ; and in the fc« 
cond, I know Lord Belmont's fentimenta 
on this head, and that, with all his genero- 
fity, no man breathing has a. greater aver- 
fion to unequal marriages: the difference 
is fo immenfe in every thing but birth and 
merit, that there remains not a (hadow of 
hope for her. But thefe people of high 

heroics 
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heroics are above attending to fuch trifling 
things as poflibilities — I hope I am mifta* 
ken ; but the fymptoms are ftrong upon her> 
as you fhall judge. 

I left you laft night, to accompany Ladf 
Julia to the wood we are both fo fond of. 
The evening was lovely beyond defcription, 
and we were engaged in a very lively con* 
verfation; when, as we approached the 
temple, we faw Harry, who had juft left 
us on pretence of writing letters, come out 
of it with the deteftable Weftbrook lean- 
ing familiarly on his arm, her pert eyes 
foftened into languilhment, and fixed eagerly 
on his. The forward creature ftarted at 
feeing us, and attempted to fly, which 
Harry prevented, and, withdrawing his arm 
from hers, as if mechanically, advanced 
flowljr towards us, with a look fo confufed^ 
a mien fo difordered, fo different from that 
cafy air which gives ten thoufand graces ta 
the fined form in the world, as convinced me 
F 5 thv 
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that this meeting was not accidental. Lady 
Julia ftopt the moment (he faw them; a deep 
blufli overfpread her face, fhe fixed her 
eyes on the ground, and waited their ap- 
proach filent and unmoved as a ftatue. Not 
fo the cit : the creature's affurance, and the 
cafe with which fhe recovered herfelf and 
uddreffed Lady Julia, excited equally my 
aftonifliment and indignation. She told her, 
flie came to wait on her Ladyfhip, and the 
iinenefs of the evening had tempted her to 
leave her coach at the entrance of th« wood : 
that, as Ihe walked through, (he happened to 
meet Mr. Mandeville, quite by chance ihe 
affured her Ladyfhip; as he would teflify. 
Harry difdained to confirm her f alfehood even 
by an afTentlng look : his filence, the cold- 
nefs of his manner, with the air of dignity 
Jind fpirit Lady Julia afTumed, almofl difcon- 
certed her ; we walked filently to the houfe, 
where the girl only {laid till her coach was 
ordered round, and then left us ; her eyes 

a&ed 
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alked Harry*s attendance, but he chofe not 
to underftand their language. 

This evening was the only unpleafant 
one I everpaffed at Belmont: a referve, un- 
known before in that feat of fincere friend- 
fliip, took place of the fweet confidence 
which ufed to reign there, and to which it 
owes its moft ftriking (iharms. We retired 
earlier than common ; and Lady Julia, inftead 
of fpending half an hour in my apartment 
as nfual, took leave of me at the door, and 
pajQTed on to her own* 

I am extremely alarmed for her — it would 
have been natural to have talked over fo 
extraordinary an adventure with me, if 
not too nearly interefted. — There was a 
conftraint in her behaviour to Harry all the '■ 
evening — an aflumed coldnefs — his affi* 
duity feemed to difpleafe her — (he fighed 
often-^nay once, when my eyes met hers, I 
obferved a tear ready to flart — fhe may 
F 6 caU 
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call this frieftdfliip if fhe pleafcs; but thefe 
very tender, thefe apprehenfire, thefe jea- 
lous friendfhips, between amiable young 
people of different fexes^ are exceedingly 
ibfpicious. 

It is an hour later than her ufual time of 
appearing, and I hear nothing of her: I 
am determined not to indulge this tender 
melancholy, and hare fent up to let her 
know I attend her in the faloon; for I often 
breakfaft in my own apartment, it being 
the way here for every body to do what- 
ever they like. — 

Indeed! a letter from Lady Julia! — a 
▼indication? — nay then — " guilty upon my 
•* honor/' — Why imagine I fufpeft- her ?— 
Oh ! confcience ! confcience ! 

Her extreme fear of my fuppofing her 
in love with Harry is a convincing proof 
that Ihc is, though fuch is her amiable fincc- 

rity. 
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rity, that I am fure (he has deceived her- 
felf before flie would attempt to deceive me j 
but the latter is not fo eafy ; fitters-by fee 
all the game. 

She tells me, " (he cannot fee me till {he 

^^ has vindicated herfelf from a fnfpicion 

" which the weaknefs of her behaviour 

** yefterday may have caufed : that fhe is 

" not fure flie has refoiution to mention the 

•^ fubjeft when prefent ; therefore takes 

•* this way to affure me, that, tender and 

•* lively as her friendfhip for Mr. Mande- 

" ville is, it is only friendfliip; a friendfhip 

" which his merit has hitherto juftified, and 

" which has been the innocent pleafiire of 

" her life: that, bora with too keen fenfi- 

" bilitics (poor thing! I pity her fenfibilities), 

•* the ill treatment of her friends wounds 

•* her to the foul : that zeal for his honor 

" and the integrity of his charafter, which 

" (he thinks injured by the myfterious air 

** of laft night's adventure 5 her fliock at a 

" clandeftine 
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" clandeftine and diflembled appointment, 
** fo inconfiftent with that opennefs which 
" flie had always admired in him, as 
** well as with the refpeft due to her, now 
" fo particularly in her father's abfence 
" under his proteftion, had occafioned that 
" concern which fhe fears may make her 
** appear to me more weak than Ihe is.'* 

In fliort, fhe takes a great deal of pains 
to lead herfelf into an error ; and ftruggles 
in thofe toils which fhe will find great dif- 
ficulty in breaking. 

Harry's valet has juft told my woman, 
his nipfter was in bed but two hours la ft 
night ; that he walked about his room 
till three, and rofe again at five, and went 
out on horfeback without a fervant. The 
poor fellow is frighted to death about 
himf for he is idolized by his fcrvants, 
aud this man has been with him from his 
{ childhood. But adieu! i hear Lady Julia 

upon 
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upon the flairs: I mufl meet her in the 
faloon. 



Ekven o'clock. 

Poor foul ! I never faw any thing like 
her confufion when we met : (he bluflied, 
Ihe trembled, and funk half motionlefs into 
her chair. I made the tea, 'without taking 
the leafl: notice of her inability to do it ; and 
by my eafy chit-chat manner foon brought 
her to be a little compofed : though her 
eye was often turned towards the door, 
though ihe ftarted at every found, yet ftie 
never aiked the caufe of Harry's abfence, 
which muft however furprize her, as he 
always breakfafts below. 

Forefeeing we fliould be a very aukward 
party to day a trio, I fent early in the 
morning to a/k three or four very agre- 
able girls about two miles off to come and 
ramble all day with us in the woods : hap- 

pily 
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pily for poor Lady Julia, they came in bes 
fore we had done breakfaft ; and I left them 
to go and look at fome fhellwork, whilft I 
came up to fini/h my letter. 

Harry is come back, and has fent to fpeak 
with me ; I am really a perfon of great 
confequence at prefent. I am in a very ill 
humor with him ; he may well be afliamed 
to appear ; however, the worft of criminals 
deferves to be heard. I will admit him ; 
he is at the door. Adio ! 

A. WlLMOT* 



To 
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To George Mor daunt, Efq; 

Wednefday, Five in the morning. 

GREAT Heaven! what a night have 
I paffed! all other fears give way be- 
fore that of difpleafing her. Yes, let me 
be wretched, but let her not fuppofc me 
unworthy : let her not fee me in the light 
of a man who barters the fcntiments of his 
foul for fordid views of avarice or am- 
bition, and, ufing means proportioned to 
the bafenefs of his end, forges a falfe* 
hood to excufe his attendance on her, 
feduces an heirefs to give him elandeftine 
affignations, and in a place guarded, doubly 
guarded at this time, by the facred and in- 
violable laws of hofpitality, from fuch un- 
worthy purpofes. 

I will clear my conduft, though at the 
hazard of cxpofing her whofc love for me 

deferred 
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deferves a diflFerent treatment : let her be 
the viflim of that indifcretion by which 
ftie has ruined me. — And can I be thus 
bafe? — can I betray the believing un- 
fufpefting heart ? — My mind is diftrafted — 
but why do I fay betray ? I know Lady 
Anne's greatnefs of mind ; and for Lady 
Julia — yes, the fecret will be as fafe with 
them as in my own bofom. 

Shall I own all my folly? I cannot, though 
file (hall never know my paffion for herfelf, 
fupport one moment the idea of Lady Julia's 
imagining I love another. 

I will go to Lady Anne as foon as (he 
is up, and beg her to convince her lovely 
friend my meeting this lady was acci- 
dental ; I will not, if I can avoid it, fay 
more* 

I cannot fee her before this explanation, 
I will ride out, and breakfaft with fome 

friend : 
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friend : I would not return till they are 
gone back to their apartments, that I may 
fee Lady Anne alone. 

Twelve o'clock. 

Lady Anne has probed me to the quick : 
I have trufted her without referve as to 
this affair ; I have begged her to vindicate 
me to Lady Julia, who is walking in the 
garden with fomc ladies of the neigh- 
bourhood : we are going to follow them, 
I am to take the ladies afide, whilft Lady 
Anne pleads my caufe; ihe calls me. 
Farewell. 

Twelve at night. 

She forgives me, and I am moft happy. 
Lady Anne has told her all, and has had 
the goodncfs to introduce me to her as we 
walked, unobferved by the ladies who 
were with us. I have kiffed her hand as a 
ieal of my pardon. ' That moment ! Oh ! 

Mordaunt I* 
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Mordaunt! with what difficulty did I rc- 
ftrain the tranfport of my foul ! 

Yes, my friend, flie forgives me; a fweet 
benign ferenity reigns in her^ lovely eyes 5 
fhe approves my conduft ; Ihe is pleafed 
with the concern I fliew at giving pain to 
the heart which loves me ; her chearfulnefs 
is returned, and has reftored mine ; fhe rules 
every movement of my heart as fhe pleafes : 
never did I pafs fo happy a day. I am all 
joy; no fad idea can enter; I have fcarce 
room even for the tender compaffion I owe 
to her I have made wretched. I am going 
tO'-bed, but without the leafl expeiftation of 
ileep : joy will now have the fame eflfeft as 
I laft night found from a contrary caufe* 
Adieu ! 

H. Manpeville# 



To 
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To Colonel Bellville. 

Thurfday morning. 

I Have reconciled the friends : the fcenc 
was amazingly pathetic and pretty : 
I am only forry I am too lazy to defcribc it. 
He kiffed her hand, without her (hewing 
the leaft fymptom of anger ^ (he bluflicd in- 
deed ; but, if I underftand bluihes — in (hort, 
times are prodigioufly changed. 

The ftrange milTes were of Infinite ufe, 
&s they broke the continuity of the tender 
fcene (if I may be allowed the expreffion) ; 
which, however entertaining to les amiesy 
would have been fomething fickly to my La- 
dylhip, if it had lailed. 

And now, having united, it muft be my 
next work to divide them ; for ferioufly I 
am apt to believe the dear creatures are 

in 



118 The HISrORT of 

in immenfe danger of a kind of partiality 
for each other, which would not be quite 
fo convenient. 

I have fome thoughts, being naturally 
fentimental and generous, of taking Harry 
myfelf, merely from compaifion to Lady 
Julia. Widows, you know, are in fome 
degree the property of handfome young 
fellows who have more merit than fortune; 
and there would be fomething very heroic 
in devoting myfelf to fave my friend. I 
always told you, Bellville, I was more 
an antique Roman than a Briton. But I 
muft leave you : I hear Lady Julia coming 
to fetch me : we breakfaft a trio in a 
bower of rofes. 

Oh! Heavens! the plot begins to thicken 
— Lucretia's dagger — Rofamonda's bowl — 
Harry has had a letter from his charmer — 
vows Ihe can't live without him — deter- 
mined to die unlcfs the barbarous man re- 

lents* 
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lents. — This cruel Harry will be ihe death 
of us all. 

Did I tell you we were going to a ball 
to-night, fix or foven miles oflT? Ihe has 
heard it, and x intends to be there : tells 
him, fhe fhall there expeft the fentence of 
life or death from his lovely eyes: the 
fignal is appointed : if his favage heart 
is melted, and he pities her fufferings, he 
is to dance with her, and be mafter of her 
divine perfon and eighty thoufand pounds 
to-morcow ; if not — but fhe expires at the 

idea flie intreats him to foften the 

cruel ftroke, and not give a mortal wound 
to the tendereft of hearts by dancing with 
another* » 

You would die to fee Harry's diftrefs— 
fo anxious for the tender creature's life, fo 
incenfed at his own wicked attraflions, fo 
perplexed how to pronounce the fatal fen- 
tence — for my part, I have had the utmoft 

di£5iculty 
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difBcuIty to keep my countenance. — Lady 
Julia, who was to have been his partner, 
fighing with him over the letter, intreating 
him not to dance, pitying the unhappy 
love-fick maid, her fine eyes gliftening with 
a tear of tender fympathy. 

The whole fcene is too ridiculous to be 
conceived, and too foolifh even to laugh 
at : I could Hand it no longer ; fo retired, 
and left them to their foft forrows. 

You may talk' of women, but you men 
are as much the dupes of your own vani- 
ty as the weakefl among us can be. 
Heaven and earth ! that, with Harry's 
underftanding and knowledge of the world, 
he can be ferioufly alarmed at fuch a let- 
ter! 1 thought him more learned in the 
arts of " wilful woman laboring for her 
** purpofe.'* Nor is flie the kind of woman ; 
I think 1 know more of the nature of love, 
than to imagine her capable of it. If there 

was 
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was no other lover to be had indeed — ^but 
he is led aftray by the dear felf-complacency 
of contemplating the furpriziDg effefts of 
his own charms. 

. I fee he is fliockcd at pay infenfibility, and 
fancies I have a moft unfeeling heart ; hut 
I may live to have my revenge. Jdio/ I am 
going to my toilet. " Now' awful beauty 
" puts on all its arcis.'* 

Five o*clock. 

The coach is at the door: Harry is drefled 
for execution ; always elegant, he is to-day 
ftudioufly fo ; a certain proof, to be fure, that 
his vanity is weaker than his compaffion : he 
is however right; if fhe muft die, he is to be 
commended for looking as well as he can, to 
juftify a paflion which is to have fuch fatal 
effefts : he fees I obferve his drefs, and has 
the grace to blufti a little. Jdio, caro! 

Voire, 

. . A WiLMOT. 

. Vol. I. ' G To 
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The attention of all the company was 
now turned on Harry and Lady Julia, who 
were dancing a minuet: the beauty of 
their perfons, the eafy dignity of their air, 
the vivid bloom of their cheeks, the fpirit 
which fhone in their eyes, the inimitable 
graces of their movement, which received a 
thoufand additional charms from (what> I 
hope, no one obferved but myfelf ) their 
defire of pleafing each other, gave me an 
idea of perfeftion in dancing, which ne- 
ver before entered my imagination : all was 
ftill as night ; not a voice, not a motion, 
through the whole affembly. The fpefta- 
tors feemed afraid even to breathe, left 
attention {hould be one moment fufpended. 
Envy herfelf feemed dead, or to confine 
her influence to the bofom of Mifs Weft- 
brnok. The minuet ended, a murmur 
of applaufe ran through the room, 
which, by calling up her blulhes, gave a 

thoufand 
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thoufand new charms to Lady Julia, 
which I obferved to the cit ; adding alfo 
aloud, " that it was impoffible any body 
*' fhould think of dancing minuets after 
** them ;" in which fentiraents every body 
concurring, we began country dances. 
Harry never looked fo lovely ; his beauty 
and the praifes laviflied on him having 
awakened a fpark of that flame which her 
ambition had ftifled for a moment, the 
girl endeavored, at the beginning of the 
evening, to attraft his notice, but in vain : I 
had the pleafure to fee him negled all her 
little arts, and' treat her with an air of un- 
affefted indifference, which I knew muft 
cut her to the foul. She then endeavoured 
to pique him by the moft flaming advances 
to Fondville^ which, knowing your capri- 
cious fex as I do, rather alarmed me ; I 
therefore determined to deftroy the eftcft 
of her ans, by playing off, in oppofition, a 
more refined fpecies of coquetry, which 
G 3 turned 
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turned all Fondville's attention on myfelf, 
and faved Harry from the fnare Ihe was 
laying for him, a fnare of all others the 
hai'deft to efcape. 

When I faw I had by the moft dencate 
flattery chained Fondvilie to my carr for 
the night, and by playing off a few quality 
airs infpired him with the ftrongeft con- 
tempt for his city partner, I threw myfelf 
into a chair; where, aflfefting an excefs of 
languor and fatigue^ and wondering at the 
amazing conftitutions of the country ladies, 
I declared my intention of dancing net 
more. 

Sir Charles Mellifont, who danced with 
me, fat down on one fide, and Fondvilie on 
the other, pouring forth a rhapfody of 
tender nonfenfe, vowing all other women 
were only foils to me, envying Sir Charles's 
happincfs, and kifling my hand with an af-* 
fetation of tranfport, which pleafed me> 
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as I faw it mortified the cit, who fat fwcl- 
ling with fpite in a window near us, in a 
fituation of mind which I could aliuolt have 
pitied. 

I fat a full hour, reccivine; ihc homao;c of 
both my adorers, my head reclined, and 
my whole pcrfon in an attitude of the moft 
graceful negligence and inattention ; when, 
obfcrving the cittadina ready to faint with 
envy and indignation, turning my eye care- 
lefsly on her, " Oh, Heavens 1 Fondvillc,'' 
faid I, ^^ you arc an inhuman creature; yoti 
" have abfolutely forgot your partner/' 
Then, ftarting up whh Sir Charles, rcjoired 
the dance with an air of eafy impcrtincnc.:, 
which ihe could not ftand, but burd iutu 
tears, and whhdrew. 

You muft know, this affair was all of my 
contriving ; I was determined to try the re- 
ality of the girl's paffion, to quiet Harry's 
confcience as to the cruelty of rejefting her 
G 4 fuit^ 
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fuit, and remove thofe apprehenfions for her 
life which feemed fo infinitely to diftrefs 
him. 

Full of thefe ideas, I wrote by one of 
my fervants to Fondville, immediately after 
Harry communicated to us the cittadina*& 
tragedy-letter, commanding him to be at 
this ball, dreft for conqueft ; to enquire 
out Mifs Weftbrook, whom he had never 
feen ; to pretend a fudden and violent paf- 
fion for her ; and to intreat the hojaor of 
being her partner : that it. was a whim. 
I had taken into my head ; rfiat I would e;j:- 
plain my reafons another time, but infilled' 
on his implicit obedience.. 

"He came, he faw, he conquered, ** as I 
imagined he would : I knew her rage for 
title, tjinfel, and *' people of a certain rank;'' 
and that Fondville was exaftly calculated 
for the meridian of her tafte, underftanding,. 
and education.. The overcharged fplendor 

q£ 
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of his drefs and equipage muft have infinite 
advantages, with one who had fo long 
breathed city air, over the genuine elegance 
of Harry Mandeville's ; nor was it poffible 
in the nature of things for the daughter 
of an exchange-broker to prefer even per- 
fonal perfeftion to the dazzling blaze of a 
coronet. Harry's charms gave way before 
the flattering idea of a title ; an4 the gen- 
tle god refigned his place to the greater 
power, ambition. 

Things, to be fiire, have taken rather a 
difagreable turn ; but flie muft thank her 
own inconftancy, and be content for the 
future with making love to one man at* a 
time. 

I have only one more fcene of mortifica- 
tion in view for her, and my malice will 
be fatisfied ; I would invite her to a ball at 
Belmont, let Harry dance with Lady Julia, 
G 5. take- 
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take FondviUe myfelf, and pair her with 
the moft difagreable fellow in the room. 

You have no notion how Harry's vanity 
is hurt, though he ftrives all he ean to hide 
it ; piqued to death ; juft like one of us,, 
Wi.o are pleafed with the love, though we 
diflike the lover y he begins to think it pof- 
fible ihe may furvive his cruelty. 

Lady Julia is all aftonifliment, had no^ 
idea of fuch levity — the amiable ignorant — 
how little ftie knows us — the charafter of 
half the fex. Adio! I am going with Lady 
Julia, to pay fome morning vifits in the 
environs. 



Three o'clock. 

Till this morning I had no notion how 
much Lord and Lady Bdmont were be^ 
loved, or to fpeak with more propriety 
adored, in their neighbourhood : the eager 

engyairies^ 
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enquiries of the good ladies after their re- 
turn, their warm expreffions of efteem and 
veneration, are what you can fcarce con- 
ceive : the fwell of affeftion, which their 
prefence reftrained, now breaks forth with 
redoubled impetuofity. 

There are really a great many agreable 
people hereabouts. Belmont is the court of 
this part of the world, and employs its in- 
fluence, as every court ought to do, in bring- 
ing virtue, politenefs, and elegant know- 
ledge into fafliion. How forcible, how ir- 
refiftible, are fuch examples in fuperior liFc! 
who can know Lord and Lady Belmont 
without endeavoring to imitate them? and 
who can imitate them without becoming: all 
that is amiable and praife-worthy ? 

Do you know, Bell ville, I begin extrem ely 

to diflike myfelf? I have good qualities, 

and a benevolent heart; but have, exerted 

G 6 the 
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thoughts of going to Lord T 's till his 

return : perhaps I may come to town ; all. 
places but this are equal to me: yet I muft 
leave it ; I am every moment more fenfible 
pf my danger: yes, Mordaunt, I love her; 
I can no longer deceive myfelf ; I love her 
with the fondeft paffion ; friendfhip is too 
cold a name for what I feel, too cold for 
charms like hers to infpire : yet. Heaven is 
my witnefs, I am incapable of a wiih to her 
difadvantage ; her happinefs is my firft, my 
only objeft — I know not what I would fay 
— why does fortune for ever oppofe the 
tender union of hearts? Farewell ! 

H. Mandevixle* 



To 
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To Colonel Bellville. 

Saturday*. 

MY Lord has' brought us a thoufaod 
prefents, a thoufand books, a thou- 
fand trinkets, all in fo exquifite a tafte — 
He is the fweeteft man in the world cer- 
tainly — fuch delight in obliging — *tis 
happy for you he is not thirty years younger, 
and difengaged ; I ftiould infallibly have 
a paffion. — He has brought Harry the di- 
vineft horfe ; we have been feeing him 
ride, " fpring from the ground like fea* 
^' ther'd Mercury'* — you can have no con^ 
ception how handfome he looks on horfc- 
back — poor Lady Julia's little innocent 
heart — I can't fay I was abfolutely infenfi- 
blc myfelf — you know I am infinitely fond 
of beauty, and vaftly above diffcmbling it: 
indeed it feems immenfely abfurd that one 
is allowed to be charmed with living per- 
feSion in every fpecies but our own, and 

that 
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that there one muft admire only dead co*^ 
lors: one may taik in raptures of a lifelefs 
Adoni&> and ^not of a breathing Harry 
Mandeville. Is not this a defpicable kind 
of prudery ? For m/part, I thmk nature's 
coloring vaftly preferable to the nobleft at- 
tempts of art, and am not the lefs fenfi- 
ble to the graces^of a fine form becaufe it 
is animated. Adieu ! we are going to dine 
at the hermitage ; Lord Belmont is to be 
my cecifbeo. 



To George Mor daunt, Efq; 

HOW inconfiftent is the human mindt 
I cannot leave Belmont, I cannot 
give up the delight of beholding her: I 
fancy a foftnefs in her manner, which raifes 
the moft flattering ideas; fhe bluflies when 
her eyes meet mine* — ^Though I fee the 
madnefs of hopej I indulge it in fpite of my- 
felf. No oae can deferve her; jet, as Lord 

Belmont. 
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Belmont honors me Mrith his efteem^ I 
Would perfuade myfclf fortune alone for- 
bids — I will ftruggle with impoffibiliiies f 
I have many andpowcpful fpiendsf* we ha^e 
a Prince in the early prime of life, the 
feafon of generous virtue : a. Prince, to whom 
the patriot glow, and that diilnterefted 
loyalty which is almoft my whole inheri- 
^ tance, cannot but be the ftrongeft recom- 
mendations; to him it may be merit tx> 
have fuflFered when the bafeft of the peo- 
ple rofe on the ruins of their country- 
Thofe ample poffelfions, which would have 
dcfceuded to me, and might have raifed 
my hopes to the moft angelic of woman- 
kind, were glorioufly fpent in endeavoring- 
to fupport the throne, when fhook by the 
rage of faftion and narrow-miaded bigoted 
enthufiafm ; the younger branch of our 
family efcaped the ftorm,, by having a. 
minor at its head^ to this, accident, the 
partiality of an anceftor, and the military 
talents of his father^ Lord Belmont owes. 

the. 
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the affluence he fo nobly enjoys, and which: 
I only of all mankind have caufe to regret. 

Thefe circumftances Faifc a flatterkig 
hope — my views are confufed, but I will 
purfue the track. If I fucceed, I may 
openly avow my paffion j if not, the fecrct 
©f my love ihall die with me r never, my 
friend, will I attempt her heart by unwor- 
thy means. Let me endeavor to deferve, 
and leave to Heaven to determine whether 
I'lhall poffefs, dicnobleft gift it has to be- 
flow. Farewell. 

. H. Mandeville. 



To George Mordaunt, Efq; 

Auguft r» 

T HAVE heard from my father on the 
-*• fubjeft of Lady Mary's intended fettle- 
ment, who extremely difapproves my in- 
tention of entirely declining it, which he 
thinks cannot be founded on any motives 

worthy 
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worthy of me, but on a falfe pride of dif- 
daining to be obliged, which is in this cafe 
unjuft, and greatly below my charafter : 
that I might as well objeft to receiving a 
part of his eftate, which he intends^to fet- 
tle on me at the fame time ; he fays. Lord 
Belmont afts properly, and confidently 
with himfelf, and does not at all mean to 
break in on that independence which can 
never be too highly valued: that Lady 
Julia would fcarce perceive fuch an addi- 
tion to her already fplendid fortune, whilH 
this fettlement fixes in fome degree of af- 
fluence the elder branch of the family, 
which loft its fuperiority by the injuftice 
of an anceftorj and that heroic loyalty which 
has ever charafterized our houfe: that 
he will talk further with me on this fubjeft 
when we meet ; but in the mean time ad- 
vifes me, as a friend zealous for my inter- 
eft, yet not the lefs attentive to my ho- 
nor and the propriety of my conduft, to 
accept the immediate fettlement of five 

hundred 
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bundred pounds a year, which will enabfe 
me to be ferviceable to my country ; but 
to poftpone to fomer diftanr time fettling 
the whole, and to infift that Lady Mary be 
convinced I deferve her friendflxip before^ 
flie lavifhes it fo profufely on me* 

This advice gives me pFeafure, as* it c(y 
incides with my own prefent fentiments : 
eager to purfue ray fcheme of rifing to fuch 
confequenceasroayjiiftify my hopes of the 
only event defirable to me m this world, 
I am happy in the thought of appearing in 
every Bght in which I can attraft the notice 
of my Prince; and, by fteadily ferving him 
and my country, whofe true intereft muft 
ever be the fame,, deferve that favor oa 
which all my defigns are founded.. 

The time not being yet arrived when I 
can ferve the nobleft calife in the Senate, I 
will go to Germany, and endeavor firft to 
fignalize tayfelf in the manner moft fuited 

to* 
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to my period of life, the feafon of action, 
not of counfel ; it is fhameful, at my age, 
to recline in the flowery bower of indolence, 
when the whole world is in arms ; I have 
hot yet begun to live ; my time has hither- 
to been lefs pafled in afting, than in pre- 
paring to aft, my part on the great theatre 
^f human life* 

Oh, Mordaunt! fliould I fucceed in my 
views! ftiould the hour come when I may 
openly avow my paffion for the moft lovely 
of womankind! this is the fweet hope 
which fires my foul, and animates me to 
the glorious purfuit. Why do ciofeted 
moralifts, ftrangers to the human heart, 
rail indifcriminately at love ? when infpired 
by a worthy objeft, it leads to every 
thing that is great and noble ; warmed by 
the defire of being approved by her, 
there is nothing I would not attempt. I 
will to-day write to my father for his con- 

fcnt. 
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fent^ and embark immediately for the 
army. 

I have juft received your letter : you caU 
my dcfign madnefs^ the light in which every 
animated purpofe will appear to minds in* 
adive, unimpaffioned, and funk in the le- 
thargic calm of lifelefs tranquillity. — Mor- 
daunt, you fpeak the cold language of a 
heart at reil : talk not of impofTibilitics ; 
nothing is impoflible to a foul impelled by 
the moft lively of all paflions, and ardent 
in a purfuit on which its whole happinefs 
depends ; nothing is impoflible to him who 
afpires to pleafe the moft lovely, the moft 
amiable, the moft exalted of her fex. 

I feel, I know, I fliall be fuccefsful. I 
alk not advice, but declare my fettled pur- 
pofe : I am already determined ; and, if your 
friendfliip be warm as mine, you will not 
torture me by further oppofition. My fa- 
ther alone has power to change my rcfolu- 

tion. 
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tion, but it is a power he will not exert : I 
ihall aik his permiffion^ but inform him at 
the fame time, that by refufing he cuts oflF 
all the hope of my future days, and chains 
me down to a life of taflelefs infeniibility. 

I know him well ; he will advife, he will 
remonftrate, if he difapproves j but he will 
leave me that freedom of choice which is 
the inherent right of every rational being, 
and which he never in one inftance in- 
vaded when I was much lefs capable of 
judging for myfelf. 

Fearful, however, left he fliould difap- 
prove my paffion for Lady Julia, I fliali 
not declare it to him at prefent ; but, as 
I never will even tacitly deceive him,, I 
fliall tell him I have a motive to this defign, 
which I beg his leave to conceal from him 
till I have a profpeft of fucccfs. 

I Ithis 
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I this mornlng^ mentioned leaving Bel- 
mont ; but my Lord infifts on my ftaying a 
few days longer, which are devoted to do- 
meftic happinefs. I cannot refufe without 
making him fufpeft fome latent caufe ; nor 
. will it make any difference in my plan, fince 
I muft wait fomewhere an anfwer from my 
father, which will reach Belmont about the 
time I fliall now leave it. To-morrow feven- 
night expefl: me in town: I ihall ftay but 
two' nights : I need little preparation : my 
equipage and attendance are already greatly 
beyond my fortune, and rather fuited to what 
you call the madnefs of my expeftations. 
My father, the mofl: generous of mankind, 
has always proportioned ray expences more 
to my birth than his moderate income : as 
my companions have ever been of the firft 
rank, he has fupported me greatly above 
myfelf, and on a full equality with them, 
left I fhould be dazzled to mean compli- 
ances with their faults, by the falfe fplendor 

t)iey 
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they might receive from a fuperiority in 
thefe outward diftinftions. 



Did I tell you Lord Belmont had pre- 
fented me with a beautiful Arabian horfe, 
which he bought when in town? What 
delight has he in giving pleafure toothers! 
What addition, if that can admit addition, 
to the happinefs of the man who is blefled 
with Lady Julia, will it be to be fo nearly 
allied to worth like Lord Belmont's ! 

O Mordaupt ! were it poflible — it is, it 
muft — I will not give room to the fainteft 
idea of difappointment. 

Adieu ! I have this moment a letter from 
my father, which I muft anfwer to-night. 

H. MaKD£VILL£« 



VoL.L H To 
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To Henry Mandeville, Efq. 

Rofeberry-Houfe, Tuefday. 

IT gives me the warmeft pleafure, my 
dear fon, to find you are pleafed with 
the expenfive education I have given you, 
though it reduces your fortune confidera- 
bly below what it might otherwife have 
been : I confidered that weakh, if necef- 
fary to happinefs, which I do not believe, 
might be acquired; but that the flying 
hours of youth, the feafon of inftruaion, 
are never to be recalled. 

I have the happinefs to fee you reward 
and juftify my cares by a generous freedom 
of thinking, and noblenefs of fentiment, 
which the common methods of education 
might have cramped, or perhaps totally de- 
ftroyed. It has always appeared tome, that 
our underftandings are fettered by fyftems, 
and our hearts corrupted by example : and 
that there needs uq more to minds well 

difpofcd 
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difpofed than to recover their native free- 
dom, and think and aft from themfelvcs. 
Full of this idea, I have inftrufted you 
how, but never what to think; I have 
pointed out the road which leads to truth, 
but have left you to difcover her abode 
by your own ftrength of mind : even on the 
moft important of all fubjefts I have faid 
no more, than that conviftion muft be on 
the fide of that religion, which teaches the 
pureft and moft benevolent morality, is 
moft conducive to the general happinefs of 
mankind, and gives the moft fublime idea 
of the Deity. 

Convinced that the feeds of virtue are 
innate, I have only watched to cherifti the 
rifing ftioot, and prune, but with a trem- 
bling hand, the too luxuriant branches. 

By virtue I would here be underftood to 

mean, not a partial attention to any one 

duty of life, but that reftitudc of heart 

H 2 which 
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which leads las to fulfil all as far as the 
frailty ^f human nature will permit, and 
Which is a conftant monitor of our faults. 
Confucius has well obferved, *^ that virtue 
*^ does not confift in never erring, which is 
^* impoiGble, but in recovering as faft as we 
^* can from our errors/' 

With what joy, my deareft Harry, did I 
early fee in you that warmth of temper, 
which is alone produftive of every extra- 
ordinary exertion of the human mind, the 
proper foil of genius and the virtues ; that 
heat from which light is infeparable ! 

I have only otie fear for you ; inured to 
a habit of profufe expence, I dread your 
being unable to praftife that frugality, 
which will now be indifpenfable. To Lady 
Mary's intended fettlement, I will add a 
third of my eftate ; but even that is beloW 
your birth, and the manner of life to which 
you are habituated. But why do I doubt 

you? 
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you? I know your generofity of fpirit, 
and fcorn of every fpecies of flavery ; that 
yoi>will not defcend to be indebted, to 
withhold a moment the price of laborious 
induftry, or leffen the honeft profit of the 
trader by a delay yet more deftruftive to 
yourfelf than to him. 

Intended to become a part of thelegiflative 
power, you are doubly bound to keep your- 
felf from all temptation of corruption or de- 
pendence, by living within your income; 
the ampleft cftate is wretched penury, if ex- 
ceeded by the expences of its poffefTor. 

Need I fay more to recommend oecono-r 
my to a fyirit like yours, than that it is 
the fountain of liberality, and the parent of 
independence ? 

You enquire after the place where T am: 
it is, except Belmont, the fweeteft fpot I 
ever beheld, but in a different flyle : the 
fituation is rather beautiful than magnifi- 
cent. There is a -mild elegance, a refined 
H 3 fimplicitj 
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fimplicity in the air of all around, ftrongly 
expfeffive of the mind of its amiable pof- 
feffor ; a poetic wildnefs, a luxuriant glow, 
like that of primeval nature, adonied by 
the band of the Graces. 

The fame fpirit of liberty breathes here 
as with you; we are all perfeftly at home; 
our time is fubjeft to no reftraint but that 
which our defire of obliging each other 
makes a voluntary impofition. 

I am now alone, fitting in an arbor, 
attentive to the lively chant of the birds, 
who fwell their little throats with a morn- 
ing hymn of gratitude to their Creator : 
whilft I liften, I think of thofe fweet linc$ 
of Cowley : 

** All round the little winged choir, 
" Pathetic tender thoughts infpirc: 
" With eafe the infpiration I obey, 
^ And fing as unconcerned and as well 
" pleased as they.'' 

Tis 
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'Tis yet early day: the flocks and herds 
are fpreading over the dillant meadows, 
and joining the univcrfal fong of praife to 
the beneficent Lord of nature. 

Rejoicing in the general joy, I adore the 
God who has expanded fo wide the circle 
of happinefs ; and endeavor to regulate 
my own defires by attending to the fimpli- 
city of theirs. 

When I fee the dumb creation, my dear 
Harry, purfuing fleadily the purpofes of 
their being, their own private happinefs, 
and the good of their peculiar fpecies, I am 
aflonifhed at the folly and degeneracy of 
man, who afts in general fo direftly contrary 
to both ; for both are invariably united. 

The wife and benevolent Creator has 
placed the fupreme felicity of every indi- 
vidual in thofe kind, domeftic, focial affefti- 
ons, which tend to the well-being of the 
whole. Whoever prefumes to deviate from 
H 4 this 
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this plan, the plan of God and nature, 
fliall find fatiety, regret, or difappointment^ 
his reward. 

I this moment receive your letter: you 
judge perfeftly well in faying, there is an 
aftivity and reftlelfiiefs in the mind of man, 
which makes it impoffible for him to be 
happy in a flate of abfolute inaftion : fome 
point of view^ fome favorite purfuit, is 
neceffary to keep the mind awake. 'Tis on 
this principle alone one can account for 
what fecms fo extraordinary to the eyes of 
impartial reafon, that avarice and ambition 
ftiould be tte vices of age, that men (hould 
moft ardently purfue riches and honors at 
the time when they have the lead profpeft 
of enjoying them; the lively paffions of 
youth fubliding^ fome aftivc principle muft 
be found tp replace them ; and where that 
warm benevolence of heart is wanting 
which is a perpetual fource of ever-new 
delight, I do not wonder they engage in the 
chacc of wealth and power, though fure fa 
fcon to melt from their grafp* 

The 
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The firft purpofe of my heart, next to 
that fuperior and general one of making 
myfelf acceptable to my Creator, was tO' 
render the moft angelic of women, your 
lovely mother, happy ; in that, Heaven was 
pleafed to difappoint my hopes, by taking. 
Eer to itfelf. My fecond has been to make 
you the moft amiable of men ; in which, I. 
am not afraid to fay to yourfelf, I have* 
been fuccefsful beyond my moft fanguinc- 
wiflies. 

Adieu, my dear fon! may you fucceed^ 
in every purpofe of your foul as fully as; 
I have done in this, and be as happy as.> 
your virtues have made your father L 

lam, &c. 

Jv Mandbvilxe*. 
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To Colonel Bellville* 

O Heavens! Bellville! Nay there is 
abfolutely no refifting a man that car- 
ries one oflF. Since you have mentioned the 
thing, I (hall not abate you a fcruple. 
There is no faying how charming it will 
be : let common beauties infpire whining^ 
fubmiffive, refpeftful paffions ; but let me 

heaven and earth ! to be run away with 

at four-and-twenty ! a paragraph in 

the papers ** Yefterday the cele- 

** bratedLady Anne Wilmot was forcibly 
•* carried oflT by a gcndeman who had long 
** in vain deprecated her pity : if any thing 
** can excufe fo atrocious an aftion, the un- 

" rivalled beauty of the lady'* Dear 

Bellville ! when do you begin your adven- 
ture? 

But, in fober fadnefs, how come you fo 
flippant on the fuddcn? Thus it is with 

you 
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you all ; ufe you ill, and not a fpaniel can 
be more under command: but the leafl 
encouragement quite ruins you. There is 
no faying a civil thing, but you prefume 
upon one's favour fo intolerably 

Why, yes, as yon fay, the hours paffed 
pleafantly enough at Sudley farm. Pretty 
rural fcenes, tender Platonic chat, perfeft 
confidence, the harmony of fouls in unifon ; 
infinite flattery on your fide, and implicit 
belief on mine : the fprightly god of love 
gave wings to the rapid hours. The gen^ 
tie Mufes too. — I think, Bellville, you are 
a pretty enough poet for a man of falhion j 
flowery, mild, not overburdened witb 
ideas.* 

** O, can you forget the fond hours, 
** When all by yon fountain we ftray'd?** 

I wifli I could remember the reft : but you 

are a cruel creature, never will leave me a 

Hd copy 
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copy of any thing, dreading the fcTerity of 
my criticifm : nay, you are right ; yours 
are excellent yerfes^ as MpUere fays^ to lock 
upinyour buxeaUf 

Nine at night 

Peace to the gentle fpirit of him who in* 
Tented cards! the very bond of peace^and 
cement of fociety- 

After a philofophical enquiry into the 
fummum bonttmy I find it to confift in play : 
.the more fublime pleafures require relaxa- 
tion, are only for hoKday wear, come but 
now and then, and keep the mind too much 
expanded : all other delights, all other a* 
mufements, pall ; but play, dear, divine, 
feraphic play, is always new, the fame to 
day, to-morrow, and for ever. 



It 
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It reconciles parties, removes diftinftions^ 
and reftores what my Lord calk the nati*- 
ral equality of mankind*. 

I have only one fault to find with it r 
that for the time it extremely weakens, or 
rather totally fufpends, the impreffions of 
beauty: the fineft woman in the world, 
whilft at the card-table, is regarded by the 
moft fufceptible man only as a being which 
is to lofe its money- 

You will imagine fuccefs produced thefe 
wife reflexions : yes, we have been play- 
ing a moft engaging pool at quadrille in 
the wood, where I have with the utmoft 
Gompofure won an immenfity. If I go on 
thus, all objeftions to our union will be 
removed : I fhall be literally a fortune in 
myfelf. 

Without vanity, I have fome little (kill 
in the gamej but, at prefcnt, there is no 

great 
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great degree of merit in winning of the 
fricmfs who happened to be of my party, 
wit'u an abfurd conceited fquire, who loves 
qualfty, and thinks it the greateft honor 
in the world that I will condefcend to win 
his money. We had four tables under the 
fhade of a fpreading oak. 

1 can no more. — ^Adieu ! 

A. WiLMOT. 

We have had a penitential letter from 
the cittadina, with another from papa, of- 
fering thirty thoufand pounds at preftnt, 
and fifty thoufand at his death, on condition 
Lord Belmont will get Harry an Irifh title: 
knows it is a bad match, but won*t baulk his 
girl's fancy ; and befides, confiders Harry has 
good blood in his veins. We rejefted it po- 
litely, but with a little of the Mandeville 
ftatelinefs. 

O Heavens! FondviUe^s valet! — A bil- 
let-doux. — I fliall be cruel — this murderous 

form 
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form-— I muft abfolutely hide myfelf, or 
wear a malk, in pity to mankind. — My 
Lord has taken the letter — ^he brings it 
me — he is on the ftairs. — How ! gone on 
to Lady Belmont's apartment !~A billet, 
and not to me! — ^Whatcan it mean?— can 
the dear man be falfe? 

The infidel ! Yes, he has left me — ^for- 
got his vows.-ii^This bewitching Lady Ju- 
lia ! it is really an heroic exertion of vir- 
tue not to hate her. Could you have 
thought it poffible?— but read his cruel 
letter! 



**To 
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^ To- the Earl of Belmont^ 
** My Lord, 

" Your Lordflbip will be perhaps fur- 
^ prized — yet why furprized ? Lady Julia is 
** an immenfe fine creature : and though 
** marriage, to thofe who know life, can* 
" not but feem an impertinent affair, and 
" what will fubjeft me to infinite ridicule;. 
" yet cuftom, and what one owes to oneV 
^ rank, and keeping up a family— 

** In (hort, my Lord, people of a certain 
** confequence being above thofe romantic 
" views which pair the vulgar, Ichofe ra«^ 
** ther to apply to your Lordlhip than the 
*^ Lady, and- flatter rayfelf my eftate wiU 
** bear the ftrifteft infpeftion : not but that>, 
** I affure your Lordlhip, I fet a due value 
" on Lady Julia's charms ; and though I 
*' have vifited every court in. Europe, and' 
5 '•^feen 
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'* feen all that is lovely in the^ beau fexe^ 
" never yet beheld the fair whom I v^ould fo 
** foon wifh to fee fill the rank of Lady Vif- 
" countefs Fondvilleas her Ladylhip. 

** If my pretenfions are fo happy as to be 
" favorably received by your Lordlhip, 1 
" will beg leave to wait on Lady Julia to- 
*' morrow, and my lawyer Ihall attend your 
** Lordftiip's wherever and whenever you 
** pleafe to appoint. Believe me, my Lord^ 
J* with the moft perfeft devotion^ 

*' Your Lordfliip's 

<' moft obedient atui 

^ Ycrjr humble fcrvant, 



•*Ta 
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** To Lord Vifcount Fondville. 
" My Lord, 

" I am the laft man In the world to 
" whom it was neceflary to apologize 
*^ for an intention of entering into a ftate 
" which, I have experienced, is prodiiftive 
** of fuch exquifite felicity. 

^^ My daughter's choice is perfeftly free; 
*^ nor fliali I ever do more than advife her, 
" in an affair of fuch confequenca to herfelf; 
^* but, from what I know of her charafter, 
*^ think it highly improbable fhe fhould ap- 
** prove the pretenlions of a man, who pro- 
*' fefles being above thofe tender affeftions 
** which ajone can make happy fenfibility 
" like hers. 

*' Allow me to take the liberty of obferv- 
*' ing, in anfwer to the latter part of your 

'' Lordihip's 
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" Lordfliip's letter, that there are few ranks 
** which Lady Julia Mandeville has not a 
** right to fill. I am, ray Lord, 

" Your Lordfhip's 

" moft obedient and 
*' devoted fervant, 

** Belmont/* 

Don't come to Belmont, I charge you 5 
I fliall have this invincible Lady Julia feducc 
you too. Befides, I have fome reafons 
why I chufe our attachment ihould not 
yet come to a crifis ; till when, I will take 
Lady Belmont's advice, and be prudent : 
obey in filence ; let me have no more 
fighs till the milder influence of the Hea- 
vens difpofe me to be gracious. I am al- 
ways in good humor in Autumn ; your 
fate may pofEbly be determined in little 
more than a month: a/k no queftions: 

fufpend 
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fufpend your pallion, or at leaft the outward 
exprefllon of it, and write to me in amico^ 
Adieu ! 



To George Mordaunt, Efq; 

I HAVE been riding alone with Lord 
Belmont this morning, a pleafure I very 
often enjoy, and on which I fet infinite 
value : in thofe hours of perfeft confidence-, 
I am certain of being inftrufted and amufed, 
by a train of ideas uncommon, enlarged^ 
noble, benevolent ; and adapted to infpire 
me with a love of virtue, by Ihewing her 
in her native charms : I fhall be all my life 
the wifer and worthier man for the hours 
I have pafled at Belmont. 

But oh! Mordaunt! (hall I be the hap* 
pier? That is in the bofom of futurity: a 
thoufand times have I been tempted, in 
thefe hours of indulgent fricndfhip, to open 
all my heart to Lord Belmont. 

I know 
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I know his contempt of wealth, and how 
little he thinks it conducive 10 happinefs. 
" Heaven/' faid he to me this very mom- 
ingi ** has hleffcd me with affluence : I am 
" thankful, and endeavor to deferve, by 
" applying an ample portion of it to the 
*' purpofcs of beneficence. But for myfelf, 
** my pleafures are of fo unexpenfive and 
'* fimple a kind, that a diminution of fortune 
** would take very little from my private fe- 
" licity . Health, content, the fweets of focial 
*' and domeftic life, the only enjoyments 
*' fuited to the nature of man, are and ought 
*' to be within the reach of all the fpecies. 
** Yes, my dear Mr. Mandeville ; it gives a 
" double relifli to all my pleafures, to re- 
** fleft that they arc fuch as every man may 
" enjoy if he will.'* 

Can this man, my dear Mordaunt, fa- 

crifice the real happinefs of his child, the 

calm delight of domeftic friendfhip on which 

he fets fuch value himfelf, to the gaudy 

3 trappings 
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trappings of taftelefs grandeur ? Did fhc 
approve my pafSon, I fhould hope every 
thing from the moft indulgent of fathers. 

He has refufed Lord Fondville for Lady 
Julia, whofe fortune is as large as avarice 
itfelf could defire. Good Heaven! that 
fuch a man, without one other recommen- 
dation, without a foul to tafte even the 
charms of her perfon, can afpire to all 
that can be imagined of perfeftioni 
Adieu ! 

H.Mandeville. 



To 
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To Colonel Bellville. . 

Thurfday afternoon. 

OCIEL! \ faint ! what a world do we 
live in! how many unayoidable ene- 
mies to enjoyment! it is fometimes too 
cold, fometimes too hot to be happy ! one 
is never pleafed a week together. I fhail 
abfolutely grow a fnarling philofopher, and 
find fault with every thing. 

Thefe unconfcionable lovers have dragged 
me crofs an open meadow, expofed to the 
fun's burning rays — no mercy on my com- 
plexion — Lady Julia fure, for her own fake 
— yetihe is laughing at my diftrefs. I am 
too languid to fay more.— Oh! for a cool- 
ing breeze ! 

" The whifpering zephyr, and the purl- 
" ing rilL** 

Wc 
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We are going to have an addition to our 
groupe of friends : Emily Howard, daughter 
to the late Dean of — — , a diftant relation, 
and reftor of the parifh, being expefted 
to-morow at Belmont : Ihe is Lady Julia's 
friend in the moft emphatic fenfe of the 
word. Do you know, I feel extremely in- 
clined to be jealous of her; and am angry 
with myfclf for fuch meannefs ? 

A* WiLMOT. 



To Colonel Bellville. 

Tuefday, ^d^ 

SHE is come, this redoubtable Emily 
Howard; and I find I have only a 
fecond place in Lady Julia's fricndfhip: 
I would hate her if I could, but it is really 
impofEble : flie is fo gentle, £be fteals one's 
affeftion imperceptibly, and one has the 

vexation 
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vexation to be forced to love her in fpite of 
one's felf. 

She has been here three days, and In 
that fhort time Ihe has gained amazingly 
upon my heart: her perfon is little, finely 
proportioned, and delicate «dmofl: to fragi- 
lity ; her voice and manner foft and timid; 
her countenance a mixture of innocence 
and fweetnefs, which would difarm the rage 
of a tiger: her heart is tender, kind, 
compaffionate, and tremblingly awake to 
friendihip, of which ihe is univerfally the 
obj eft. Lady Julia doats on her, nor am I 
furprized at it: (he appears fo weak, fa 
helplefs, fo exquifitely feminine, it feems 
cruelty not to be her friend: no one ever 
faw her without wiihing her happinefs: 
the love one has for her feems of a pecu- 
liar fpecies, or moft nearly refembles that 
inftinftive fondnefs one feels for a beauti- 
ful child : it is independent of cfteem, for 
one loves her before one knows her. It is 

Vol. I. I the 
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the pleafantcft kind of aflfeflion that can be 
conceived. 

Yet, though ftie is extremely handfomc, 
or rather, to fuit the expreiOion to her form, 
extremely pretty, fhe is. very little the tafte 
of men; her exceflive modefty renders both 
her beauty and underflanding in fome de- 
gree ufelefs to her ; " ^ot obvious, not 
*' obtrufive,'* fhe efcapes the obfervation of 
common eyes ; and, though infinitely lovely, 
I never heard ftie was beloved. 

For this very reafon, the women do her 
ample juftice ; fhe is no woman's rival, 
ftands in nobody's way, which cannot fail 
of exciting a general good will towards her 
in her own ttx ; they even allow her more 
beauty than Ihe really has, and take a 
delight in fetting her charms in oppofi- 
tion to every impertinent thing the men 
are fond of. " Yes, the girl is very well, 
" but pothing to Emily Howard," is the 

common 
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^common cry on the appearance of a new 
beauty. 

There.is another ftrong reafbn for loving 
her; though exaft in her own conduft, flbe 
has an indulgence to that of others, which 
is a confequence of her exceffive gentlenefs 
of temper, and her feeing every aftion on 
the favorable fide: one could own one*s 
greateft weaknefs to her alraoft without 
blufliing ; and at this very moment I dare fay 
Lady Julia is confeiEng to her her paffion 
for Harry Mandeville, who is riding out 
with my Lord, I dare fay fee would find an 
excufe for my indifcretion in regard to you, 
and fee only the delicacy of our friendfliip. 

She fings and dances angelically, but-flie 
bluflies to death if you tell her fo. 

Such gentle unaffuming charafters as 

thefe make the mofl agreable friends in 

. the world ; they are the mild green of the 

I 2 foul, 
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foxA, on yrhicfa it refts itfclf from iMire 
glaring objefts : one may be abfurd, one 
may be vain, one may be imprudent, fecurc 
of being heard With indblgeiKC. I know 
nothing which would make her more What 
I mean but her being a fool : however, the 
indulgent fweetnefs of her tender anfwers 
almoil the fame purpofe. 

I am difcotifolate that the caro Enrico is 
going to defert us ; but the cruel man is in- 
flexible to all my foft perfuafions, and de- 
termined to leave us on Wednefday. 

Adieu! 

The fwect Emily is going on Thurfday 
for ten days to Sir George Martin's, and 
then returns to finifli the fummer here^ 

Oh! do you know that I am credibly in- 
formed, her favorite fuivante having told 
it to one, who told it to another, who told 
it to a good old goffiping lady, who told it 
I to 
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to rae, that the cittadina, who has in vain 
written Harry a penitential letter, is playing 
off the fame arts, the fame dying airs, to 
Fondville, which had fuch extreme ill fuc- 
cefs with him? The fiege is at prefent fuf- 
pended, not by hi& addreffing Lady Julia, 
which is a profound fecretto her and every 
body without thefe walls, but by his mo- 
ther's death, which has called him haftily 
to town ; and which, by the way, adds two 
thoufand pounds a year to his income. Do 
you know, that I think the thing may do, 
if Lady Julia continues cruel ? They are ab- 
folutely formed for each other ; and it would 
be a thoufand pities to part them, 

E?«ryov^, 

A WitMOT. 



To 
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To Colonel Bellville* 

Auguft 6. 

CEPvTAINLY next to a new lover the 
pleafanteft thing upon earth is a new 
friend : let antediluvians take feven years 
to fix ; but for us infefts of an hour, no- 
thing can be more abfurd: by the time 
one has tried them on thefe maxims, one's 
tafte for them is worn out, I have made 
a thoufand friendfliips at firft fight, and 
fometimes broke them at the fecond; 
there is a certain exertion of foul, a lively 
defire of pleafing, which gives a kind of 
volatile fpirit to a beginning acquaintance, 
which is extremely apt to evaporate. Some 
people make a great merit of conftancy, and 
it is to be fure a very laudable virtue; but> 
for my part, I am above diffembling: my . 
friendfliips wear out like my cloaths, but 
often much faftcr. 

Not 
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Not that this is the cafe in regard to 
Emily Howard J no, really, I think this 
penchant is very likely to be lafting; may 
probably hold out the fummer. 
ff 

To-morrow, when Harry leaves us, my 
Lord, to divert our chagrin, takes us, with 
three ftrange belles and five moft engaging 
beaux, a ramble I cannot tell whither. 

Saturday morning. 

O Heavens ! one of our male animals 
has difappointed us. Abfolutely I fliall in- 
fift on Harry^s attendance; he Ihall defer 
his journey, I am refolved: there is no fup- 
porting a fcarcity of beaux. 

1. . 

He goes with us; Lady ^^^ffii's eyes 
• have prevailed ; flie had feduced him be- 
fore I went down: his chaife is ordered 
back to wait for ours. 

Adio^ carijjlmo. 

I 4 To 
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To George Ma«.DAUNT, Efqj? 

Saturday niglMv 

I AM ftill here;^ when ihall I have 
ftrength of mind to go? not having 
heard from my father in the timel expefted,, 

I was determmed to. go to Lord T 's, 

whofe zeal for my intereft^ and great know- 
ledge of mankind, makes him the propereft 
perfon I ean confuh. My chaife was this^ 
morning at the door,, when my Lord told 
me Lady Julia iatreated my ftay a few 
days longer: flie bluflbed,. and with the 
lovelieit confulie«k con&medr mj Lord's 
affertion : all my refolntion vanilhed in a 
momenj^jn^hi^re h encbammcntia her look, 
he? voiqe-^^'-^enchaatin^m whii^l^ k is not ir. 
man to refift;. 



lami 
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Sunday night. 

I am every hour more unhappy : Lord 
Fondville's propoial gives me infinite unea- 
finefs ; not thatt featr fuch a rival ; but it 
has. raified the idea of. other pretenfionsy 
vv«hich may be accepted, before it is time for 
me to avow my defigns : I have pafled this 
night in forming fchemes to prevent fo fatal 
a blow to all my hopesr ^nd" am deter- 
mined to own my paffion to the lovely 
objeft of it, and intnrat her, if no other 
man is fo happy as to poflefs her heart, to 
wait one year the refult of thofe views 
nfhkh that love wlikb Im i^fpired mty 
perhaps pi^fpcn 

Not cer^aia I fluilL have courage to own 
my te^idernefs in h^v prefeoj^e, I will write, 
and feize fome favorable opportunity to 
give hwijie lutct oU'Whicb ali my liappi- 
9eis depeujds : I wili dk no * anfwcc bat 
I 5 from 
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from her eyes. How (hall I meet them, af- 
ter fo daring an attempt ? 

We are going to theparifh church; the 
coach is at the door : Adieu ! She comes ! 
what graces play around that form ! what 
divinity in thofe eyes ! Oh! Mordaunt, what 
tafk will be difficult to him who has fucb a 
jreward in view 1 



To Colonel B£llville. 

Sunday evening. 

OUR ramble yefterday was infinitely 
agreable; there is fomething very 
charming in changing the fcene ; my Lord 
underftands the art of making life pleafur- 
able by making it various.* 

We haTC been to the pari(h church, to 
hear Dr. H— preach; he has that fpirit 

in 
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m his manner without which the moft fen- 
fible fermon has very little eflfefl: on the hear- 
ers. The organ, which my Lord gave, is ex- 
cellent. You know I think mufic an effen- 
tial part of public worfliip, ufed as fuch 
by the wifeft nations, and commanded by 
God himfelf to the Jews ; it has indeed fo 
admirable anefieAin difpoiingthe mind to 
devotion, that I think it fhould never be 
omitted. 

Our Sundays arc here extremely plea- 
fant : we have, after- evening fervice, a 
moving rural piflure from the windows of 
the faloon, in the Villagers, for whofc 
amufement the gardens are that day thrown 
open. 

Our ruftic mall is full from five till 
eight; and there is an inexpreflible pleafurc 
in contemplating fo many groupes of neat, 
healthy, happy-looking people, enjoying 
the diverfion of walking in thefe lovely 
16 ihade^^ 
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&ades, by the Jdndnefs of their beneficent 
Lord, who not only provides for their 
wants, but their pleafures. 

My Lord is of opinion that Sunday Vi^ 
intended as a day of rejoicing, not of mor- 
tification ; and meant not only to render 
our praifes to our benevolent Creator, but 
to give reft and cheai^fiil relaxatioa to the 
induftrious part of mankind from the la- 
bors of the week. 

On this principle, though he will never 
fuflfcr the leaft breach of the laws in being, 
he wifhes the feverity of them fofteued, by 
allowing fome innocent amufements after 

" the duties of the day are paft : he thinks 
this would prevent thofe fumes of eathu- 

\ fiafm which have had here fuch fatal ef- 
fefts, and could not be offenfive to that 
gracious Power who delights in the happi- 
aefs of his creatures, and who, by the Royal 
Poet, has commanded them " to praife himk^ 
*' in the cymbals and. Ranees." 

For 
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For my own part, having feen the good^ 
cffeft of this liberty in catholic countries, I; 
eannot help wiihing, though a zealous pro- 
teftant, that we were to imitate them in this, 
particular.^ 

It is worth oibferving^ thit the beok of 
%>ort8 was put forth by the pious, the reji-^ 
gious, the fober Cljarles the FirAji and the 
law for the more ftri£l obfervation of Sun- 
day pafled in the reign o£ tha liberuue 
Charles the Second* 

Love of pleafure is natural to the hu- 
man heart ; and the beft prefenrative againffe 
criminal ones &, a proper indulgence in fuch'. 
as, are innocent. 

Thcfe are my fentunems; and lam happy 
m finding Lord Belmont of the fame opir 
mion* J4io I 

JHh WiLMOT* 



Te 
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To George Mordaunt, £% 

Mohdzj. 

MORDAUNT, the die is caft, and the 
whole happinefs of my life hangs 
on the prefent moment. After having kept 
the letter confeffing my paffion two days 
without having refolution to deliver it, this 
morning in the garden, being a moment 
alone with Lady Julia in a fummer-houfe, 
the company at fome diftance, I affumed 
courage to lay it on a table, whilft Ihe was 
looking out at a window which had a pro- 
tpcd that engaged all her Jittention : when 
I laid it down, I trembled ; a chillnefs feized 
my whole frame ; my heart died within me ; 
I withdrew inftantly, without even flaying 
to fee if (he took it up : I waited at a fittle 
diftance hid in a clofe arbor of woodbines, 
xny heart throbbing with apprehenfion, and, 

by 
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by the time (he ftaid in the fummer-houfc, 
had no doubt of her having feen the let- 
ter. When (he appeared, I was ftill more 
convinced ; ihe came out with a timid air, 
and looked round as if fearful of furprize: 
the lively crimfon fluftied her cheek, and 
was fucceeded by a dying palenefs: I at- 
tempted to follow, but had not courage 
to approach her. I fuffered her to pafs the 
arbor where I was, and advance flowly to- 
wards the houfe : when ftic was out of fight^ 
I went back to the fummer-houfe> and 
found the letter was gone. I have pot feen 
her. I am called to dinner: my limbs will 
fcarce fupport me : how (hall I bear the firft 
fight of Lady Julia ! how be able to meet 
her eyes. . 

I have feen her, but my fate is yet un- 
determined; ihe has avoided my eyes, 
which Ihave fcarce dared to raife from the 
ground : I once looked at her when ihe did 

IM)C 



*!' 
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V^ dbCerve ine»; aad &w a melaocbe^y en 
licr countcnaace which ftabbed me to the 
foul. I hafe giv€n forrow to the. hea« of 
her whom I would wifh to be CTer moft 
happyi; andito whofe good I wmddlikcri- 
fiee the deareffihope ofi mjr foul,. Yes, 
Mordaunt, liet me be wretched; but let 
every^ bleffing Hearen can beftow be the 
portion of the lovelieft of her fer. 



How Bttle did r know of Ibvej when I 
gave that namfe to the ffiameful pafEon I 
felt for the wife of my friend ! The ex' 
treme beauty of the Gountefs Melefpim*, 
that unreferved manner which feldbm fails 
to give hope, the flattering preference flie 
feemed to give me above all others, lighted 
up in my foul, a more violent degree of 
joiuhful inclination, which the efteem I had 
for her virtues refined to an appearance qf 
Hie nol^left of syBfedtious, to which it had not 
il^e remoteft real refemblance. 

Without 
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Without any view in my purfuit of her 
but my own felfifh gratification, I would 
have facrificed her honor and happinefs ta 
a tranfient fondnefs, which difhonored my 
character, and, if fuccefsful, might have 
corrupted a heart naturally full of probity;, 
her amiable reproofs, free from that feve- 
rity which robs virtue of half her charms, 
with the generous behaviour of the moft 
injured of mankind, recalled my foul to 
honor, and flopped me early iin the career 
of folly I time wore out the impreffion of 
her charms, and left only a cold efteem re- 
maining, a certain proof that Ihe was never 
the objeft of more than a light defire, fincc 
the wounds which reaji lave inflicts ace nevec 
to be entirely heated*. 

Such was the infamous pafHon whidi I 
yet remember with horror : but my tender-- 
nefs for Lady Julia, mote warm, move 
animated, more violent, has a delicacy of 
which thofe only who love like me can 

form* 
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form any idea : independent of the charms 
of her perfbn, it can never ceafe but with 
life ; nor even then, if in another ftate we 
have any fenfe of what has paffed in this ; 
It is eternal, and incorporated with the 
foul. Above every felfifh defire, the firfl 
objeft of my thoughts and wilhes is her 
happinefs, which I could die, or live 
wretched, to fecure : every aftion of my 
fife is direfted to the fole purpofe of pleaf- 
ing her: my nobleft ambition is to be 
worthy her efteem. My dreams are full of 
her ; and, when I wake, the firfl idea 
which rifes in my mind is the hope of feeing 
her, and of feeing her well and happy : my 
tooft ardent prayer to the Supreme Giver 
of all good is for her welfare. 

In true love, my dear Mordaunt, there 
is a pleafure abftrafted from all hope of 
return ; and were I certain (he would ne- 
ver be mine, nay, certain I Ihould never 
behold her more, I would not, for all the 

king* 
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kingdoms of the world, give up the dear 
delight of loving her. 

Thofe who never felt this enlivening 
power, this divinity of the foul, may find a 
poor infipid pleafure in tranquillity, or 
plunge into vicious exceiFes to animate their 
tedious hours; but thofe who have, caa 
never give up fo fwcet, fo divine a tranf- 
port, but with their exiftence, or taile any 
other joy but in fubordination. 

Oh! Mordaunt! when I behold her, read 
the foft language of thofe fpeaking eyes, 
hear thofe harmonious founds — who that 
has a foul can be infcnfible ! — -yet there ar^ 
men dead to aU fcnfe of perfection, who 
can regard that angel form without rapture, 
can hear the mufic of that voice without 
emotion ! I have myfelf with aftonifliment 
fcen them, inanimate as the trees around 
them, liften coldly to thofe melting ac- 
cents — Th^re h a fweetnefs in. her voice, 

Mordaunt,, 
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Sbrdaimt^ a melodious foftafifs, tf hich hi»c 
€y cannot paint : the enehandneitt of hes* 
eonverfation is inexpreilible. 



Four o'clock. 

lam the moft wretehed of mankind, anc^. 
wretched without the right of complain- 
ing : the bafenefs of my attempt defervcsf. 
even the pangs- 1 fuffer. Could' I, who* 
made a parade of reftifihg to meet the ad- 
vances of the daughter of almofl a ftran- 
ger, defcend xq fedoce the heirefa of him* 
€n earth to whcwn I am moft obliged ? Oh ! 
Mordaunt, have we indeed two fouls ? 
can I fee (b ftrongly what k right, yet want 
power' to afl^ up to my cjwn^ femknent*? 
The torrentr ef paffion beaps down all 
before it. I abhor myfelf for thi» weak- 
nefs. r would give worlcft to recall that 
ftital letter: her coldnefi, her refer ve, are 
more than I can fupporr. My madnefe. 
\&% undwe me. — ^My affiduity is importu- 
nate.. 



'H&te. I might hst¥e ^efeiM^ her friend- 
&q>. 1 have thrown ai¥^ the firft faap|a- 
iiefs df my Kfb. Her c^qs Averted flm 
me as an obj eft of hatred. I iball cot laag 
4)fiend her by my prefence* I ^will leave 
her for ever. I am eager to be gone, thst 
1 may carry far from her — ^Oh! Mordaum» 
•who<:ould have thought that cruelty ^dwiik 
in fuch a form ? She hates me, and all my 
hopes are deftroyed for ever. 

Belmont, Monday evening. 

This day, the firft of my life ; what a 
trhange has this day produced! Thefe few 
flying hours have rarfed me above mortali- 
ty. Yes, I am moft happy ; fhe loves me, 
Mordaunt : herconfciousbluihes,her down- 
caft eyes, her heaving bofom., her fweet 
^onfufion, have told me what her tongue 
could not utter : flie loves me, and all elfc 
is beloW my care : fhe loves me, and I will 
purfue her. What are the mean confide- 

rations] 
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•radons of fortune to the tender onion of 
hearts? Can wealth or titles defervc her ? 
No, Mordaunt, love alone. — She is mine 
by the ftrongeft ties, by the facred bond 
of aflFeftion. The delicacy of her foul is 
my certain pledge of happiuefs : I can 
leave her without fear ; ihe cannot now be 
another's* 

I told you my defpair this morning ; my 
Lord propofed an airing ; chance placed 
me in Lady Julia's chaife. I entered it 
with a beating heart : a tender fear of 
having offended, infeparable from real love, 
kept me fome time filent ; at length, with 
fome hefitation, I begged her to pardon the 
effeft of paffion and defpair; vowed I would 
rather die than difpleafe her ; that I did 
not now hope for her love, but could not 
fupport her hate. 

I then ventured to look up to the love- 
Keft of women j her cheeks were fuffufed 

with 
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with the deepeft blufti; her eyes, in 
which was the moft dying languor, were 
caft timidly on the ground, her whole 
frame trembled, and with a voice broken 
and , interrupted Ihe exclaimed, ^' Hate 
" you, Mr. Mandeville! O Heaven!'' She 
could fay no more ; nor did flie need, the 
dear truth broke like a fudden flalh of light 
on my foul. 

Yet think not I will take advantage of 
this dear prepoffeffion in my favor to fe- 
duce her from her duty to the beft of pa- 
rents ; from Lord Belmont only will I re- 
ceive her : I will propofe no engagements 
contrary to the rights of an indulgent fa- 
ther, to whom Ihe is bound by every tie of 
gratitude and filial tendernefs : I will pur- 
fue my purpofe, and leave the event to 
Heaven, to that Heaven which knows the 
integrity, the difinterefted purity, of my in- 
tentions : I will evince the reality of my 
I paiEon 
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pai&on by endeavoring to be worthy of 
her. The love of fuch a woman is the 
love of virtue itfelf : it ratfes, it refines, it 
ennobles every fentiment of the heart; 
how diflferent from that fever of felfifh dc- 

•fire I fek for the amiable Countefs ! 

J" 

Oh! Mordaunt, had you beheld thofe 
blulhes of reluftant fenfibility, feen thofc 
charming eyes foftcned with a tendernefs 
as refined as that of angels! — She loves 
me — ^let me repeat the dear founds — Ihc 
loves me, and I am happier than a god! 

I have this moment a letter from my 
father : he approves my defign, but begs 
me for a fhort time to delay it. My heart 
ill bears this delay : I will carry the letter 
to Lady Julia* 

She approves my father's reafons, yet 
begs I will leave Belmont : her will is the 

law 
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law of my heart; yet a few days I muft 
give to lore. I will go on Tuefday to Lord 

T 's^ His friendfhip will affift me in 

the only view which makes life fiipport- 
able to. me; he will point out, he will 
lead me to, the path of wealth and great- 
nefs. 

Expeft to hear from me when I arrive 

at Lord T 's. I (hall not write fooner : 

my moments here are too precious. Adieu. 

Your faithful ' 

H. Mand£villx% 
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To Henry Mand5ville, £lq. 

Augufl S. 

HAPPY in feeing in my fon that 
heroic fpirit which has ever diftin- 
,guilhed oih: houfe, I fhould with pleafiire 
confent to his defign, were this a proper 
time to execute it, provided he went a vo- 
lunteer, and determined to accept no com- 
mand but as a reward of real fervices, and 
with a refolution it fliould never interfere 
with that independence to which I would 
have him facrifice every other confidera- 
tion ; but, when there is fo ftrong a proba- 
bility of peace, his going would appear 
like making a parade of that courage which 
he did not expeft would be tried. 

Yes, my fon, I am well affured we (hall 
have peace; that the moil amiable of 

princes. 
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princes^ the friend of human kind, pitying 
the miferies of his fpecies, md melting 
with compaffion at the wide-extended fcene 
of defolation^ meditates fuch a peace as 
equally provides for th« intereft and honor 
of Britain, and the future quiet of man- 
kind. The terms talked of are fuch as 
give us an immenfe addition of empire, 
and ftrengthen that fuperiority of naval 
force on which our veiy being depends; 
whilft they protcft our former pofleflions, 
and remove the fource of future wars, by 
fecuring all, and much more than all, for 
which this was undertaken ; yet, by their 
juft moderation, convince the world a Bri. 
tifli Monarch is governed only by the laws 
of honor and equity, not by that impious 
thirft of falfe glory^ which aftuates the lau- 
rel'd fcourgcs of mankind. 

After fo long, fo extenfive and bloody a 

war, awar which has depopulated our coun- 

K a try. 



1^6 The HISTORr tf 

uj, * and loaded us with a burden of debt 
from which nothing can extricate us but 
th^ noble fpirit of public frugality, which, 
if fteadily and uniformly purfued, will rank 
the name of our Prince with thofc of Eli- 
zabeth, and Henry the Great, all ardently 
wifti for peace, but thofe who gain by 
the continuance of war : the clamors of 
thefe are inconceivable; clamors which can 
be founded only in private intereft, becaufe 
begun before they could even guefs at the 
terms intended, and continued when fuch 
are mentioned as reafon herfelf would dic- 
tate : but fuch ever will be the condufl: of 
thofe in whom love of wealth is the pri- 
mary paffion. 

Heaven and earth ! can men wearing the 
form, and profeffing tEe fentiments of hu- 
manity, deaf to the cries of the widow and 
the orphan, labor to perpetuate the dread- 
ful carnage, which has deluged the world 

with 
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With the blood of their fellow creaturesi 
only to add to the mafs of their already 
unwieldy wealth, and prey longer on the 
diftreffes of their country ! 

Thefe clamors are as illegal as they are 
indecent: peace and war are the preroga- 
tive of the crown, facred as the liberties of 
the people, nor will ever be invaded by 
thofe who underftand and love our happy 
conftitution. Let us ftrengthen the hands 
of our Sovereign by our warm approbation 
•during the courfe of this arduous work ; " 
and if his minifters abufe their truft, let 
them anfwer it, not to the Boife of un- 
thinking fadion, or the unfeeling bofom of 
private intereft, but to the impartial laws 
cf their country^ 

Heaven forbid I fhould ever fee a Bri- 

tifli King independent on his people col- 

lefiively ; but I would have him raifed 

above private cabals, or the influence of 

• K 3 any 
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any partial body of oaen, howeyer weal'» 
thy or refpedable.. 

If the generous views of our prmce do 
Rot meet with the fuccefs they merit, if 
France refufes fuch a peace as fecures the 
fafety of our colonies, and that fuperiority^ 
as a naval power fo neceflary to the liber- 
ties of Europe> as well as our own indc- 
pendente, you fliall join the army in a mari-^ 
npr becQflung your birth and the ftyk oF 
life iav^hich you have been educated: tilt 
then, reftrain within jufl bounds that noble- 
ardor fo becoming a Briton j and fludy to 
ferve that cquntry with your counfels iu 
peace, which will not, I hopci have occar 
lion &)i your fword in war*. 



T# 
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To Mifs *H o w A R D, 

Wcdncfday, Aug. ii, 

MY Enuly, your friend, your unhap- 
py Julia^ is undone. He knows the 
fendernefs which I have fo long endeavored 
to conceal. The trial was too great for 
the foftnefs of a heart like mine ; I had 
almofl conquered my own paffion, when I 
became a viftim to his : I could not fee 
his love, his defpair,. without emotions 
which difcovered all my foul. I am not 
formed for deceit: artlefs as the village 
maid, every fentimeiit of my foul is in 
my eyes ; I have not learnt, I wiil never 
learn, to difguif<? their expreffive language. 
With what pain did I afFe<9: a coldnefs to 
which I was indeed a ftranger ! but why 
do I wrong my own heart? I did not af- 
feft it. The native modefly of my fex 
gave a referye to m j behaviour, on the fir ft 
K 4 difcovery 
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difcovery of his paffion, which his fears^ 
magnified into hate. Oh ! Emily! do I in- 
deed hate him f you, to whofe dear bofom 
your Julia confides her every thought, tell 
me if I hate this mod amiable of mankind? 
You know by what imperceptible ftepa 
my inexperienced heart has been fcduced 
to love : you know how deceived by the 

facred name of friendlhip But why 

do I feek to cxcufe my fenfibility \ is he 
not worthy all my tendernefs ? are we not 
<qual in all but wealth, a confidenition 
below my care? is not his merit above 
titles and riches? how fhall I paint his 
delicacy, his refpeftful fondnefs? Too 
plainly convinced of his power over my 
heart, he difdains to ufe that power to my 
difadvantage : be declares he will never 
receive me but from my father; he con- 
fents to leave me till a happier fortune 
enables him to avow his love to all the 
world ; he goes without aiking the lead 
promife in his favor. Heaven fure will 

profper 
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profpcr his defigns, will reward a heart 
like his. Oh ! my Emily, did my father fee 
with my eyes! what is fortune in the 
balance with fuch virtue! Had I worlds 
in my own power, I {hould value them 
only as they enabled me to'lhewmprc 
ftrongly the difintereftednefs of my affec- 
tion. 

> Born with a too tender heisirt, *which never 
before found an objeft worthy it? attach- 
ment, the excefs of my affeftion is un- 
ipeakable. Delicate in my choice even of 
friends, it was not eafy t6 find a lover equal 
to that idea of perfeAion my imagination 
had formed; he alone of ail manl^ind rifes 
up to it ; the fpeaking grace, i -the eafy 
dignity of his air, are the natural confe- 
quences of the fuperiority of hi^ foul. He 
looks as if bom to command the world. 

I am interrupted.. Adieu^. ; . . . j : "- ^ 

' . . • , ' - 

' K 5 :i To 
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To Colonel Bellville. 

Auguft i5tlh. 

XT'OXJ ncTcr were saore miftakenr 
. •** you will not have the honor of fee- 
ing me yet in town. My Lord thinks it 
iafinitely more refpeftful to his Royal Maf* 
ter to celebrate \bi% happy eyent in the 
f ountry. 

" My congratulations,** fays he, ** would* 
^he loft in the crowd of a drawing roomf 
•' bU| here I can diffufe a fpirit of loyalty 
^^« and joy through half a county, and im- 
** prefe all around me with the fame vene- 
f^ ration and love for the mqik amiable o£ 
♦* Princes which burns in my own bofom.**" 

Our entertainment yefterday was^^ mag'^ 

nijlque, and in the gujio Belmontoz there 

, is a beautiful lake in the park, on the bor- 

I den 
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ders of which, on one fide, interfperfed 
amongft the trees which form a woodj^ 
theatre round it, at adiftance of about three 
hundred yards, tents were fixed for the 
company tp dine in, which confided of all 
the gentlemens families twenty miles round. 
Weftbrook and his daughter were there, 
as my Lord would not fliock them by leav* 
ing them only out when the whole neigh- 
bourhood were invited; though he Qbfcrved, 
fmiling, " this was a favor, fqy thefe kind 
** of people were only gem:l|emen by the^ 
** courtefy of Englan4." Streamers of the 
gay eft colors waved on the tops of the tents^ 
and glittered in the. dancing funrbcams^» 
The tables were fpread with every delicacy 
in feafon, at whiclj we placed ourfelvcs Jn 
parties, without ceremony or diftinftion, jufl j 
as choice or accident direfted. On a little 
iiland in the midft of the lake, an excel- 
lent band 6f mufic was placed, which played 
fbme of the 'fined compofitibni of fl^Mtf 
t 6 during 
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during our repaft; which ended, we fpread 
ourfelves on the borders of the lake, 
rwhere we danced on the rcrdant green, 
tin tea and coffee again fummoned us to the 
tents; and, when evening " had in her 
** fober livery all things clad/* a fuperb 
iapper, and grand ball in the ialoon, finiihed 
our feftival* 

Nor were the idltagers forgot: tables 
were fpread for them on the oppofite fide 
of the lake> under the Ihadfe of the talleft 
trees^ and fo difpofed as to form the moft 
agreable points of view to us, as our en^- 
campment muft do to them«^ 

' I am in at defcribmg ; but the f eaft had at 
thouiand unfpeakable charms. 

Poor Harry! How I pity him! His. 
whole foul was abforbcd in the contem- 

platio^L 
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plation of Lady Julia, with whom he danc*^ 
cd. His eyes perpetually followed her ; and^ 
if I miftake not, his will not be the onI)|^ j 
heart which aches at parting on Tuefday^ 
for fo lopg is Harry's going poftponed. Hq 
may go; but, like the wouudfed* dfccr, ha 
farries the arrow m his breaft. AUid/ 



T0 



To Mifs Howard^* 

Tuefday, Auguft ly. 

HOW^my fweet EmUy, W I bear 
his'.abfence; 2^^. abfence embittered 
By the remembrance of thofe lively impaf- 
floned ^ours .which love alone can give ? 
What joy have I found in owning the fen« 
timents of my foul to one fo worthy of all 
my tendemefs! Yes> Emily, I love him — 
words can but illpaint what I feel — he, he 
alone — yet he leaves Belmont — leaves it by 
my command, leaves it this very hour, leaves 
it perhaps forever — Great Heaven! can I 
fupport that thought ?. 

If you love, if you pity your unhappy 
friend, return immediately to Belmont ; let 
me repofe my forrows in that faithful 
breaft : Lady Anne is tenderly my friend, 
but the fprightlinefs of her charaSer in- 
timates me : I do not hope to find in her 

that 
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that fweet indmlgence to all m; faults as^ in^. 
the gentle foul of my Emily.. 

I have intreated him to take no leave of' 
me 5 I (hall only fee him with Ae family. 
The moment draws near — my fluttering 
heart — how fliall I hide my concern? — 
Lady Anne is coming to my apartment :. 
I muft go with her to the faloon, where* 
he only waits to bid us adieu ; his chaife is 
m the court. Oh! Emily! my emotion wilL 
betray me. 

He is gone ; the whole houfe is in tears : 
^ never was man fo adored, never man fo> 
infinitely deferved it. He preffed my 
hand to his lips, his eyes fpoke unuttera- 
ble love. I leaned almoll fainting oni 
Lady Anne,, and hid my tears in her bo- 
fom: Ihe hurried me to my apartment, 
and left me to give vent to my full heart ! 
She fees my weaknefs, and kindly ftrives 
to hide it from others,. whiUt her delicacy 

prevents 
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prevents her meationing it to inyfelf : ihe 
has a tender ^and compai&onate heart, and 
my referve is an injury to her friendihip. 

Lady j^^ne has fent to aik me to air;. I 
ihalLbe glad to avoid all eyes but hers ; per* 
haps I may have courage to tell her — (he 
merits all my confidence, nor is it diflruft 
but timidity which prevents — iheis here— • 
I am aibamed to fee her. Adieu! mj^ 
deareft^ my beloved fricnd>! 



To 
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To Colonel Bellville. 

Friday nightr 

WE have loft our lovely Harry; he 
. left us this morning for Lord. 

T 's. Poor Lady Julia ! how I adore 

her amiable' fincerity! fhe has owned her 
paffion to me as we scired^ and mentioned 
hopes which are founded in madnefs: I 
ventured gently to remonftrate^ but there is* 
no reafoning with a heart in love. Time 
and abfence may effe£t a cure: I am the 
confidante of both t I am perplexed how ta 
proceed : I taatt either betray the truft re« 
pofed in me^ or abufe Lord Beimont'a 
friendihip and hoTpitality. 

In what a falfe light do we fee every thing 
through the medium of paflion ! Lad/ 
Julia is heirefs to fourteen thoufand pounds 

ayear,^ 
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a year, yet thinks Harry's merit may raifc 
kim to a fituation which will juftify his^ 
pretending ta her> and: that th^ ihipendous 
rife may be brought about in a twelve- 
month r h€ too thinks it poffible ; nay the 
fcheme is his. Heaven and earth ! yet thejr 
are not fbok^ and Harry has fome know^ 
Ifcdge of mankiud- 

At prefent there is no talking reafbn- 
ably to mhQt o£ them^ I mud foothc 
themi to bring themL off rim cuinotts inclip 
aatioa by degrees^ 

, As, idlenefe is the nurfc of bvc, I wiH 
tndeavor toi keep Lady Julia, cominuallf 
amufcd : a. new lover might do inwhh but 
l£erais nobody near vt& that is tolerable : 
indeed the womaa who has loved Harry 
Mandeville will ba fomewhat hard to- 
jleafc 



Chance 
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Chance ifavors my defigns ; my Lord has 
propofed a vifit of a fortnight to a neigh- 
bouring nobleman. Lord Rochdale, whofc 
houfe is generally full of gay people ; his. 
fon too. Lord Melvin, with whom I was 
acquainted abroad, and who is only inferior 
to Harry MandeviHe„ is hourly expefted 
from his travels.. 

Since I wrote the laff paragraph, an idea 
has ftruclc me 5 from a tery particular ex- 
preffion in a letter I once received front 
Lad!y Belmont,, m France, I have a ftrong: 
fufpicion Lord Melvin is intended for Lady 
Julia; I with he might be agreable to 
her, for her prefent paflion, is abfolute 
diitra£tiQiu 

We go to-morrow: when we comeback,- 
you fhall hear from mej or perhaps, for 
I am fomething variable in my determina- 
tion, as foon as I get thither. Expeft 
aothing however :. if 1 do you the honor,, 

ycflu 
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you muft fet an immenfe value on my con- 
defcenfion, for I know we Ihall not have a 
moment to fparefrom amufements. Adieu T 

A, WiLMOT.' 

— - — " ' ' ■ i -^ ^ -.■ - . . . . 

To George M6rdaunt> Efq; 

I HAVE at length left Belmont,. and left 
it certafn of Lady Julia's tendemefs v 
I atn the happieft of mankimd ; (he Ibves 
me, fhc confeflcs it; I have every thing 
to hope from time, fortune, perfeverance, 
and the conftancy of the mod amiable of 
her fexv 

All cold referve is banifhed from that 
charmTng bofora r above tiie meanness of 
fufpicion, flie believes my paffion noble 
and difinterefted as her own ; fhe hears my 
vows with a pleafure which fhe cannot, 
nay which (he does not wifli to conceal r 
Ihe fuflPers me to fwear eternal tendemeffr— 
Wo dined on Wedncfday at the hcnnitage. 

The 
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The company difperfed ; the moft delicate 
of women, not from coquetry, but that 
fweet impulfive modefty, ^^ not obvious, not 
'^ obtrufive,*' which gives to beauty m 
lovelieft charm, avoided an opportunity, 
which eager watchful love at laft obtained : 
alone with her in thofe fweet fhades — Oh ! 
Mordaunt! let not thegrofs unloving liber- 
tine talk of pleafure : how taftlefs are the 
falfe endearments, the treacherous- arts of 
the venal wanton, to the fweet unaffefted 
•downcaft eye of virgin innocence, the vivid 
glow of artlefs tendernefs, the native ver- 
milion of blufliing fenfibility, the genuine 
fmile of undiflembled love ! 

I write this on the road to Lord T 's, 

where I fliall be to-night. I fliall expeft to 
iear from you immediately. Adieu ! 

H,. Mandeville. 



T€? 
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To HsNRT Mand^ville, EfcR 

Mount Mdvin, Thurfflay. 

1 NEVER fo ftrongly renfti thclxappineft 
of my own mariner af Imng^ ^as when 
i compare it with that of others. I hear 
perpetual complaints abroad of tbetediouf- 
ficfs of life, and fee in every face a certain 
wearinefs of themfelves, from which I am 
fo happy as to be perfeftly free* I carry 
about me an innate difpofirion to be pleaf- 
cd, which is the fource of continual plca- 
fure. 

That I have efcaped what is in general 
the fate of people of my rank, is chiefly 
owing to my fortunate choice in marriage: 
our mutual paflion, the only foundation on 
which fenfible fouls can build happinefs, 
has been kept alive by a delicacy of beha- 
viour, an angel purity, in Lady Belmont, 
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^0 which words <:anxiot do jiiftk&« The 
tranfports of youthfuljaiEon jiold in fiwet* 
nefs to the delight of that refined^ yet ani« 
aiated fexiiatioa which my heart feclr for 
her at this momenjL i Bevcr leave her 
without r^eti nor meict faerixidioat rap- 
iurc, the lirely rapture of lowc, 

*' By long easpenence iBclbW^d into 
•^ friendlhip/' 

We have been married thirty years. There 
are people who think (he was never hand- 
fome ; yet to me ibe is ail lovelinefs. I 
think no woman beautiful but as ihe refem- 
bles her ; and even Julia's greateft chans, 
in [my eye, is the likenefs ihe has to her 
amiable mother* 

This tender, this exquiiite afie^^ion, has 
difFufcd a fpirit through our whole lives, 
and given a charm to the moil common 
occurrences; a charm, to which the dulnefs 

of 
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:^f apathy and the fever of giiUty paflkn 
«re equally ftraogers« 

^ The 'family where vrt arfe, furnifli at ftlrik- 
ing example of the impoffibility of- being 
• happy widiout ^he foft union of hesurts. 
Thobgh bpth worthy people^ haymg been 
joined by their parents without that affec- 
tion which can alone make fd bear a con- 
nexion fupportable, their fives pafs on in a 
tedious and infipid round : without tafte for 
each other's convcrfation, they engage in 
a perpetual feries of diverfions,'not to give 
relifli to, but to exclude, thofe retii?ed do- 
meftic hours, which are the moft fprightly 
and animated of my life ; they feek, by 
crowds and amufements, to fly from each 
other and from themfelves. 

The great fecret of human happinefs, my 
dear Mr. Mandeville, confifts in finding fuch 
conftant employment for the mind, as, 

without 
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without over-fatiguing, may prevent its 
languifhing in a painful inaftivity. To 
this end, I would recommend to every man 
to have not only fome important point in 
view, but many fubordinate ones, to fill 
up thofe vacant hours, when our great pur- 
pofc, whatever it is, muft be fufpended : 
our very pleafures, even the beft, will fa- 
tigue^ if not relieved by variety : the mind 
cannot always be on the ftretch, nor atten- 
tive to the fame objeft, however pleafing : 
relaxation is as neceflary as aftiVfty, to 
keep the foul in its due equipoife. No 
innocent amufement, however trifling it may 
feem to the rigid or the proud, 13 below 
the regard of a rational creature, which 
keeps the mind in play, and unbends it from 
more ferious purfuits. 

I often regard at once with pijy and afto* 
tiifliment perfons of my own rank and 
age, dragged about in unweildy ftate, forg- 
ing for themfclves the galling fetters of 

Vol. Ii L eternal 
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eternal ceremony, or the dill heavier chains 
of ambition; their bodies bending under 
the weight of drefs, their minds for ever 
filled with the idea of their own dignity 
and importance ; to the fear of leffening 
which, they facrifice all the genuine plea* 
fures of life. 

Heaven grant, my dear friend, I may 
never be too wife, or too proiul, to be 

happy! 

To you, my amiable friend, who are 
jufl: entering on the ftage of life, I would 
recommend fuch aftive purfuits as may 
make you an ufeful member of fociety, and 
contribute to raife your own fortune and 
confequence in the wbrld, as well as fecure 
die efteem of your fellow citizens, and the 
approbation of your Prince* 

For my own part, like the Roman ve- 
terans, I Qiay now be excufed, if I afk 

my 
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my discharge from thofe anxious purfuics 
which are only becoming in the vigor of 
our days, and from chofe ceremonial atten^ 
tions which are fcarce bearable even then. 
My duty as a Senator, and my refpeft to 
-my King, nothing but real inability ftiall 
ever fufpend; but for the reft, I think it 
time at fixty to be free, to live to onc*s felf, 
and in one's own way ; and endeavor to 
ie rather than xofeem happy^ 

The reft of my days, except thofe I owe 
to my country and my Prince, (hall be de- 
voted to the fweets of conjugal and pater- 
nal aflfeftion, to the lively joys of friend- 
ihip. I have only one wifh as to this 
world; to fee Julia married to a man who 
^efervcs her, who has fenfibility to make 
her happy, and whofe rank and fortune 
are fuch as may juftify us to the world, 
above which the moft philofpphic mind 
cannot entirely rife: let me but fee this, 
and have a hope that they will purfue my 
L 2 plan 



I2C> "The HISTORT of 

plan of life; let me fee them bfeft in each 
^ther, and bleffing all around them; and 
my meafurc of earthly felicity will be com^ 
plete. 

You know not, my dear Mr. Mande- 
Tille, how much my happinefs in this world 
has been owing alfo to the lively hope of 
another: this idea has given me a conftant 
ferenity, whiQh may not improperly be 
called the health of the mind, and which 
has difiufed a brightnefs over all my hours. 

Your account of Lord T made me 

fmile; his fear of being difmiffed atfeventy 
from the toilfome drudgery of bufinefs, is 
truly ridiculous: rich, childlefs, infirm, 
ought not eafe and retirement to be the 
firft objefls of his wifhes? But fuch is the 
wretched flavery of all who are under the 
abfolute dominion of any pafTion, unguided 
by the hand of reafon. 

The 
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The paffions of every kind, under pro- 
per reftraints, are the gentle breezes which 
keep Hfe from flagiiation; but, let loofe,. 
they are the ftorms and whirlwinds whicli 
tear up all before them, and fcatter ruih 
and deftruftion around. 

Adieu. I ought to apologize for the 
length of this; but age is the feafon of 
garrulity. 

Your affcftionate 

Belmont* 



L 3 To 
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To the Earl of Belmont* 

HOW happy would it be for mankind, 
if every perfon of your Lordihip's 
rank and fortune governed themfclvcs by 
the fame generous maxims! 

It is with infinite pain I fee Lord T — — 
purfuing a plan, which has drawn on him 
the curfe of thoufands, and made his eftatc 
a fcene of defolation. His farms are in the 
hands of a few men, to whom the fons of 
the old tenants are either forced to be fer- 
rants, or to leave the country to get their 
bread elfewhere. The village, large and 
oDce populous, is reduced to about eight 
families ; a dreary filence reigns over their 
deferted fields ; the farm houfes, once the 
feats of chearful fmiling induftry, now ufe* 
lefs, are falling in ruins around him ; his 
tenants are merchants and ingroffers, proud, 

lazy^ 
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lazy, luxurious, infolent, and fpurning the 
hand which feeds them. 

Yefterday one of them went off largely 
in his debt : I took that occafion of preffing 
him on his mod vulnerable fide, and remon- 
ftrating the danger of trufting fo much of 
his property in one hand : but I am afraid 
all I can fay will have no effeft, as he has, 
by this narrow felfiih plan, a little increafed 
his rents at prefcnt j which is all he has in 
view, without extending his thoughts to that 
future time, when this wretched policy, by 
depopulating the country, will lower the 
price of all the fruits of the earth, and leflcn 
in confequence the value of his eftare. 

With all my friendlhip for Lord T , 

I cannot help obferving in him another 
fault greatly below his rank and underfland- 
ing ; I mean a defplcablekind of pride, which 
meafures worth by the gifts of fortune, of 
which the largeft portion is too often in the 
hands of the lead deferving* 

L 4 His 
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Ill's treatment of fome gentlemen, who/c 
fortunes were unequal to their birth and me- 
rit, yefterday, at his table, almoft determined 
me to leave his houfe : I expoftulated warm- 
ly, though not impolitely, with him on the 
fubjeft, and almoft got him to confefs his ei> 
ror. My friendftiip for him makes mc feel 
fenfibly what muft leflcn his charafter in the 
eyes of all whofe eftcem is defirable. I wifli 
him to pafs a month at Belmont, that he 
may fee dignity without pride, and conde- 
fcenfion without meanncfs ; that he may fee 
virtue in her lovelicft form, and acknow- 
ledge her genuine beauty. I am, my Lord^ 

Your Lordlhip*s, &c. 

H. Mandevjlle. 



To 
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To Oeorgb Mordaunt, l^fq; 

Friday^ 

I HAVE pafled a redious fortnight at Lord 
T *s, "without tafting any pleafure 

but that of talking of Lady Julia with 
fome ladies in the neighbourhood who. 
know her. I eftimate the merit of thofe 
I converfc with, by the diftinftion of being 
known to her : thofe who are fo happy ^s 
to be of her acquaintance have, in my eye, 
every charm that poliflicd wit, or elegant 
knowledge, can^give; thofe who want that 
advantage, fcarce deferve the name of hu- 
man beings: all converfation, of which (he 
is not the fubjecH:, is lifelefs and infipid; all 
of which flie is, brilliant and divine. 

My Lord rallies me on my frequent 

Vifits to thefe ladies, and^ as one of them 

is extremely handfome, (uppofes it a be* 

ginning pallion : the lady herfelf, I am 

L 5 afraid, 
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afraid, is deceived ; for, as (he is particularly 
warm in her praifes of Lady Julia, my eyes 
fparkle with pleafure at her approach. I 
fingle her out in every company, and dance 
with her at all our little panics ; I have even 
an attention xx> her fuperior to that of com- 
mon lovers, and feel for her a tendernef* 
for wbkh I want a name» 

Lady Anne has had the goodnefs to* 
Write twice to me from Lord Rochdale's,, 
whither my Lord went with his amiable 
family two days after I left Belmont : 
Lady Julia is well ; {he loves me, flie hears 
of me with pleafure. Ought I at prefent 
to wifh more ? 

I have hinted to Lord T my purpofe^ 

though not the dear motive which infpired 
it; he is warmly my friend, if there is truth 
in man. I will be more explicit the firft 
time I fee him alone. Shall I own to you 
one weaknefs of my heart? I would be 
2 ferved 
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ferved by any mtereft but Lord Belmont's. 
How can I pretend to his daughter, if all I 
have is in a manner his gift ? I would be 
rich independently of his friendfliip. 

Lord T is walking in the garden 

alone; I will go to him, and explain all my 
defigns: his knowledge of mankind will 
guide me to the beft road to wealth and 
honor J his friendfliip will .alEfl: me to the 
ample extent of his power. Adieu ! 



^ 
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To Henry Mandetille, Efq; 

OH ! do you know I hare a little re- 
queft to make you? But firft, by way 
of preface, I muft inform you, Lady Behnopt 
lias been reading me a ferious lefture about 
the caro Bellville, who has wrote to her 
to beg her interceflion in his favor. 

I find fools have been impertinent in re- 
gard to our friendfhip: there are fo few 
pleafures in this world, I think it extremely 
hard to give up one fo lively, yet innocent, 
as that of indulging a tender efteem for an 
amiable man. But to our converfation : 

" My dear Lady Anne, I am convinced 
« you love Colonel Bellville.'* 

** Love him, Madam? No, I rather think 

" not;Iamnotfure: themanisnotfliocking^ 

•^ and dies for me: I pity him, poor creature; 

5 ^ and 
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'* and pky, your LaiJyfcip knows, b a-kin to 
'Move/' 

" Will yomibc grave onempmeat?*^ ^ 



it 



A tliDufand, if your Ladyihip defires it; 
nothing fpeafy to me; the graveftcrear 
** ture in the world naturally.'* 

« You allow Colonel Bellville roerii ?*' 

" Certainement** 

'* That he loves yon?'* 

"Todifiraflion.'' 

** And you return it?'* 

" Why as to that — he flatters agreably, 
** and I am fond of his converfatioo on that 
*' account: and let nie tell you, my dear Lady 
** Belmont, it is not every man that can flat- 
** tcr; it requires more genius than one 
^ wouki fuppolr/' 

'' You 
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^ Tou iotend fame time or other to marry 
•'him?'' 

*' Many ? O Heavens! How did fuch a 
•' thought enter your Ladyihip's imagina* 
•' tion ? have not I been married already ? 
•' and is not once enough in confcience for 
•' any reafonable woman?'' 

*' Will you pardon me if I then a/k, with 
•' what view you allow his addrefs J" 

'Mallow? Heavens^ Lady BeinK)nt! I 
•' allow the addrefles of an odious male ani- 
*' mal ? If fellows will follow one, how is 
•* it to be avoided \ it is one's misfortune to 
'' be handfome, and one muft bear the 
** confequcnces." 

'' But my dear Lady Anne, an uncon- 
♦'ncaedlife—** 

'' Is the pleafanteft life in the world. 
•' Have not I three thoufand pounds a year? 
f* am not I a widow? miftrefs of my own 

'' aftions \ 
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** aftions ? with youth, healthy a tolerable 
** underftanding, an air of the world, and 
*f a pcrfon not very difagreable V* 

" AH thislown/*^ 

'* All this ? yes, and twenty times more> 
** or you do nothing. Hare not thefe un- 
** happy eyes carried deftruftion from one 
*' climate to another? have not the fprightly 
** French, the haughty Romans, confeffed 
'* themfelves my Haves ? have not — But it 
** would take up a life to tell you all my 
*' conquefts/* 

** But what is all this to the purpofe, my^ 
"dear?'' 

" Now I proteft I think it is vaftly to the 
*^ purpofe. And all this you advife me to 
" give up, to become a tame, domeftic, in- 
" animate — Really, my dear Madam, I did 
" not think it was in your nature to be fa 
" unreafonableJ* 
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•* It is \wth infinite pain, my dcareft Lady 
** Anne, I bring myfelf to fay any thing 
•* which can give you a moment's uneafiaefs. 
" But it is the talk of true friepdlhip-P«** 

" Tojtell difagreabic truths: I know that 
** is. what your Ladyfhip would fay : and, tQ 
** fpare you what your delicacy ftarts at 
" mentioning, you hare heard afperfions oa. 
«< my charafier, which are the confequence$ 
" ofay friendftup fgr Colonel ficlhille.'* 

** I know and admire the innocent chear- 
" fulnefs of your heart; but I grieve to fay, 
" the opinion of the world — '* 

" As to the opinion of the world, by 
^* which is meant the malice of ^ few fpite- 
" ful old cats, I zm perfeftty unconcerned 
•* about it; but your Ladyfcrip^s efteem ie^nc- 
" ceffary to'my happinefs : I wilt therefore 
" to you vindicate my conduft ; which, 
•* though indifcreet, has been really irrc- 

** proachable*. 
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"proachable. Though a widow, and 
" accountable to nobody, I have ever lived 
" with Colonel Bellville with the referve 
" of blufliing apprehenfive fifteen ; whilft 
^ the warmth of my friendihip for him, and 
** the pleafurc I found in his converfation, 
" have let loofc the baleful tongue of envy,^ 
** and fubjefted my reputation to the malice 
** of an ill-judging world ; a world I defpife 
" for his fake ; a world, whofe applaufe is 
*' too often beftowed on the cold, the felfifh^ 
'< and the artful, and denied to that gene- '^ 
'* rous unfufpeAing opennefe and warmth of' 
*' heart, which are the firoogeft charafter-> 
'^ iftics of true virtue. My friendihip, or 
*' if you pleafe my lave> for Colonel Bellvilk, 
" is the firft plcainrc of my life, the hap- 
^^ pieft hours of which hava been palTed in' 
" his converfation ; nor is there any things 
'* I would not facrifice to my paflion for 
^* him, but his happinefe ; which, for reafons* 
** unknown to your Ladyftiip, 19 incompa- 
" tible with his marryipg me*'' 

^' But 
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" But is it not poffiblc to remove thofc 
>* reafons ?'* 

" I am afraid not.*^ 

** Would it not then, my dear Madam, be 
^* moft prudent to break oflf a connexion, 
•* which can anfwer no purpofc but making 
" both unhappy 2" 

. ^* I own it would ; but prudence was never 
*f a part of my charaScr. Will you forgive 
^^ and pity me. Lady Belmont, when I fay, 
'* that, though I fee m the ftrongeft light 
'^ my own indifcretion, I am not enough 
^* miftrefs of my heart to break with the 
'f man to whom I have only a very preearious 
** and diftant hope of being united ? There 
^f is an enchantment in his friendfliip, which 
" I have not force of mind to break through; 
** he is my guide, my guardian, proteftor, 
'* friend ; the only man I ever loved, the 
*^ man to whom the laft receffes of my heart 
** are open, Muft I give up the tender, ex- 
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^^ quifite, refined delight of his converfarion, 
" to the falfe opinion of a wprld governed 
•* by prejudice, judging by the exterior 
" Vhich is generally fallacious, and con- 
** demning without diftinflion thofe foft 
** afFeftions without which life is fcarcely 
" above vegetation I 

" Do not imagine, my dear Lady Bel- 
" mont, I have really the levity I aflFefl:: or, ' 
** had my prejudices againft marriage been ' 
" ever fo ftrong, the time I have paffed' 
" here would have removed them ; I fee my 
" Lord and you, after an union of thirty 
** years, with as keen a relifh for each' 
** other's converfation as you could have felt: 
** at the moment which firft joined you : T 
^* fee in you all the attention, the tender 
♦* folicitude of beginning love, with the calm 
** delight, and perfeft confidence of habitual 
•• friendfliip. I am, therefore, convinced" 
f* marriage is capable of happinefs to which' 
f * an unconncaed ftate is lifelcfs and infipid; 

•* and, 
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** ^xkd9 from obfepving tbe lovely delicacy^ 
•^of your La4yfliip's conduft,, I ain in- 
" ftruftcd how that happinefs is to be fe- 
" cured ; I am inftruftcd how to av<^id that 
•* taftelefs, languid, unimpaffiooed bo^^, fo 
•* f^tal tp love and friendlttup," 

** With the man to whom I was a viftim, 
** my life was one continued iceneof mifery ; 
^* to a fenfible mind, there is. no. cold me- 
*^ dium in marriage : its forrp^«, like its 
•• pleafuiN^„ 2g:e eSfcquifite. Relieved from 
•* thofc galling chains, I have met with a 
" heart fuitable to my own ; bom with the 
•^ fj^me fenfibility, the fame peculiar turn of 
** thinking ; pleafed with the fame plea^ 
*• fures, and exaftly formed to make me 
*^ happy. I will believe this fimilarity was 
*' not given to condemn us both to wretch- 
'' ednefs : as it is impoilible either of us can 
'* be happy but with the other, I will hope 
" the bar, which at prefent fcems invincible^ 
^* may be reoioved ; till then indulge me, 

!' my 
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^' my dear Lady Belmont, in the innocent 
•^ pleafure ^f loving him, and trnft to Ws 

'* honor for the fafety dF mine.** 

.1 ■ , ' . • - . . ■■ 

Th6 moft candid and amiable of i;<romen, 
after a gentle temonftrance on the impor- 
tance of teputation to happinefs, left me 
fo perfeftly fatisfiedj jhat fiit mtends to in- 
vite Bellville down. I fend you this conver- 

' fation as an ihtroduftion to a requeft I have 
to make you, which I muft poftpone to my 
next. Heavens ! how perverfe ! interrupted 
by one of the verieft cats in nature, who 

' will not fcave us till ages after the poft is 
gone. Adieu, for the prefent! It is prettrly 
enough contrived, and one 6f the great ad- 
vantages of fociety, that one's time, the 
mod precious of all poiTeflioHs, is to be 
facrifieed, from a faife politenefs, to every 
idle creature who knows not what elfe to do. 
XI very body complains of this, butnobgdy 
attempts to remedy ic. 
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Am not I the mod inhuman of women, 
CO write two flieets without naming Lady 
Julia? She is well^ and beautiful as an angel : 
we have a ball to-night on Lord Melvin's 
return, againit which fhe is putting on all 
her charms. We fhall be at Belmont to« 
morrow, which is two or three days fooner 
than my Lord intended. 

Lady Julia dances with Lord Melvin, 
who is, except two, the mod amiable man 
I know : (he came up juft as I fat down 
to write, and looked as if Ihe had fome- 
thing to fay : ihe is gone, however, with- 
out a word ; her childifh balhfulnefs about 
yi)u is intolerable. 

The ball waits for us. I am interrupted 
by an extreme pretty fellow. Sir Charles 
Mellifont, who has to-night the honor of 
my hand. 

A WiLMOT. 

To 
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To Lady Anne Wilmot. 

<« TXrE have a ball to-night on Lord 
YV " Melvin's return, againft which 
<* fhe ts putting on all her charms.'* 

Oh! Lady Anne! can you indeed know 
what it is to love, yet play with the anxiety 
of a tender heart? I can fcarce bear the 
thoughts of her looking lovely in my ab- 
fence, or in any eyes but mine ; how then 
can I fupport the idea of her endeavoring 
to pleafe another, of her putting on all her 
charms to grace the return of a man, 
young, amiable, rich, noble, and the fon 
of her father's friend? A thoufand fears, a 
thoufand conjcftures torment me: fliould 
flie love another — the poffibility diftrafts 
me. — Go to her, and aik her if the tender- 
«fl, moil exalted paiEon, if the man who 

adores 
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adores her — I know not what I would fay — 
you have fet me on the rack — If you have 
pity, my deareft Lady Anne, lofe not a 
moment w make me- eatfy. ' 

Toiirs, &c* 

H. Mand^ville# 



END OF VOL. L 



